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PAP E R ſign'd and writ with his own Hand 4+ 7 
with Relation to the Call of Mr. Ro ER T 2 WE 
Nu LE to Stirling. Which gives ſome” Light * 
into the infamous Action of his being ſtoned, for "0,5 
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"= HAPS it may be thought ſomewhat 


ſtrange, how. a Sermon of that great and 

good Man Mr. James Guthrie once Mini- 
ſter of Stirling, ſhould come abroad about 

| ſeventy ſeven Years after his Death, he having 
been crown'd with Martyrdom in the Year 1661. 
The Occafion of its. ſeeing the Light is. as fol- 


lows. January this ſame Year, I had Occaſion 


to be in Company with my worthy and dear Fa- 
ther and Colleague Mr. Alexander Hamilton in the 
Manſe of Stirling, a few Days before his departure 


to Glory. And having heard that the Sermon 


was in his Hand, I took Occaſion to enquire at 
him about it. He told me, That it was not at 
preſent in his Cuſtody, having lent it out to a 
Chriſtian Friend about eighteen Miles diſtance, but 


allowed me to ſend for it, adding, That he would 


| be well pleaſed it were publiſhed. I ask'd him fur- 


ther, of the Way he came by it? To which he 


replied, That for what he knew, it had lien in the 
Cloſet of the Room where he and I were fitting, 
fince Mr. Guthrie's Incumbency, until one Day 
he fell upon it, as he was turning over ſome old 
xg which . had lien there he knew not how 
ong. 
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Pen Reader, © 


SOME Days after Mr. Hamilton's Death, I I Cc 

wrote for it, acccording to his Direction, and had ir to 

ſent to me accordingly. And that ſame authentick | w 

[ Copy writ, as I was told, by Mr. Guthrie's own Li 
7 Hand, goes to the Preſs. The only Reaſon of its He 
1 lying fo long in Obſcurity beſide me, is the Throng | it 
of other Work which neceflarily devolved upon me ſev 
in this Place, after the loſs of my Brother Colleague, | Pe 
ſtill intending when Time allowed, to ſay ſomething ſuc 
by way of Preface : But the fame Strait continuing me 
upon me, Pm obliged after all, through the impor- I. 
tunate Cries of many who have heard of it, to J. bo! 
let it go with ſaying little or nothing. Only I | hac 
regard it as a Piece of Honour put upon me in of 
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WHAT may be in the Womb of this Pro- in 

vidence of the Reſurrection of Mr. Guthrie's laſt wh 

Sermon in Stirling, after it has been ſo long buri- 1 AV. 

ed with himſelf in the Duſt and Rubbiſh, God | W 

only knows, and Time muſt diſcover : Only con- Wi 

ficcring the Way of its Reſurrection and Con- the 

Veyance, it looks like a Cry from the Deed to the eve 

-whole Land; but in a particular Manner, to the Le 

Cungregiiion of Stirling, upon whoſe Watch-tower | wh 

it was delivered. „ anc 

I have thought the Manner of the Conveyance | Pla 

of this Se mon to publick View at this Time of | 9 - 

Day, one of ie curious Links of the great Chain I H. 

of Divine Providence. The Reverend Mr. Alex- 7 

ander Hamilton when he was but a Youth at the Put 
| College 


| holy Providence, not only to be the unworthy | dif 
Succeſſor of that great Man, but the Publiſher of | fan 
the laſt Sermon that ever he preached in the Pul- do 
1 pit of Stirling: Where it is my Deſire, the fame | abl 
q Teſtimony of Jeſus, for which he ſuffered unto | 
| Death, may be maintained unto the lateſt Poſte- apf 
ö rity 15 | Ser 


ance. 
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| ſeven or Twenty 
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College of Edinburgh, from a juſt Regard he had 
to the Memory of Mr. Guthrie, and the Cauſe in 
which he ſuffered, was excited at the Peril of his 
Life to take down with his own Hand Mr. Guthr7e's 
Head from the Netherbow-Port of Edinburgh, where 
it had ſtood as a publick Spectacle for about Twenty 


eight Years. The very ſame 
Perſon is ordered Thirty eight Years thereafter to 
ſucceed him in the Miniſtry, and uphold his Teſti- 


mony in the Pulpit of Stirling for the Space of 
Twelve Years. And altho' a good many Miniſters, 
| both of the Presbyterian and Epiſcopal Per waſion 


had poſſeſſed the Manſe of Stirling ſince the Death 
of Mr. Guthrie; yet none of them are directed to 
diſcover his Farewell Sermon in Stirling, until the 


ſame Hand is imployed, which was honoured to take 
_ down his Head, and to give it a decent and honour- 


able Burial. 5 
I make no doubt, but the above Remark will 
appear whimfical and contemptible, as well as the 


Sermon it ſelf, in the Eyes of a Generation of Men 


in our Day, who are wiſe in their own Eyes But 
whatever may be the Sentiments of Men, whoſe 
Minds the God of this Morld hath blinded; yet the 
Work of the Lord is honourable and glorious, and 


will ze fought out of all them that have Pleaſure 
therein. Wheſo is wiſe, and obſerveth theſe things, 


ren they /hall underſtand the loving Kindneſs. of the 


Lord. But how awful is the Certification to thoſe, 
who ſhut their Eyes and Ears againſt the Appear- 
ances of God in his providential Diſpenſations? 
Pal. xxviii. 5, Becauſe they regard not the IVorks 
of the Lord, nor the Operations of | his Hand, hs 


Jhall. te/troy them, and not build them tb. 


Ass ſome have been Jonging and crying for the 
Publication of, this Sermon; ſo Pm apt to believe, 
| | ED ſome 
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n ation, as if they were Schiſmaticks and Separz- 


mi : To the Reader. 


| ſome others will wiſh, , that it and the other Papers 


of the worthy Author which come along with 


it, had been buried in Silence for ever. Neither | 


needs this appear ſtrange. His Teſtimony when 
alive, tormented the Men who then dwelt upon 
Earth to that Degree, as to ſtone this great Seer in 
Tfrael, and afterward to imbrue their Hands in his 


Blood: And therefore, it cannot be very eaſie or | 


pleaſant to thoſe who are treading in the ſame Steps, 
by attempting the Burial of that Cauſe and Work 


of Reformation for which he ſuffered Martyrdom, | 


to hear his Voice crying from under the 'Altar, or 


. 


his dying Teſtimony again ſtaring them openly in 


the Face. 

I make no doubt to ſay, It was the Teſtimony 
of Jeſus for which this faithful Martyr Mr. Fames 
Guthrie ſuffered. What that Teſtimony was, will 
partly caſt up from the following Papers, all of them 
compiled by him, when drawing nigh to Eternity. 
The Sermon was preached, fugu/? 19th, 1660. 
and he impriſoned the Thurſday thereafter. His 
Paper, intituled, Con/iderations anent the Danger of 


Religion, and the Work of Refermation, &c. was 


publiſhed by himſelf that very fame Year. The 


third Paper is. his Speech upon the Scaffold the 


Year following. By theſe and his other Papers 
and Contendings, contained in Mr. H/odreow's 


Hiſtory, he being dead, yet fpeaketh unto the liv- 


ing. And it will be eafie for the judicious and 


ſerious Reader, to diſcern who are in our Day 
bearing up, and who are bearing down, and bury- 


ing the Cauſe for which he contended unto 
THERE is a loud Cry raiſed againſt a few 
Miniſters, who are aſſociated together for Refor- 


tiſts, 


45 ov „ vii 


tits, tho' they were at firſt ſhut out and ſeparate 
from their Brethren, becauſe they could not aban- 
don the Word of their Teftimony, emitted for the 
Covenanted Reformation of Scotland, ſealed with 
the Blood of this and many other Worthies. But, 
in my humble Opinion, theſe only are to be deem'd 
Separatiſts, be they few or many, who ſeparate from 
the Truth, and who do not hold the Head Chriſt 
Jeſus, and the Order he hath eſtabliſhed in his 
Houſe. It has been made evident in a printed Act 
and Teſtimony, wherein the preſent Judicatories, 
and the whole Land, have departed from that Truth 
and Order. The only Thing demanded by theſe 
Brethren in order to a harmonious Coalition, is 
the Reformation of theſe Corruptions, and a purg- 


ing out of theſe Scandals by which the whole 


Lump is in hazard of being leavened. In ſtead 
of à Compliance with ſo juſt and reaſonable a De- 
mand; further and higher Steps of Defection are 
every Year gone into, and Meaſures laid by the 
laſt Aſſembly for burying them and their Teſtimony 
both. Whither this be a holding faſt Deceit, and 
| a refuſing to return to the Lord, is eaſie to judge. 
And in this Caſe the Command is plain, Jer. 
xv. 19. Let them return unto thee, but return not 
thou unto them. pry . | 
WHEN the Reformation of Corruptions, and 
the purging out of evident Scandals is the only 
Condition demanded, what can be the Reaſon that 
it is not granted? One of the two it muſt needs 
be, viz. either becauſe the Judicatories will not; 
or elſe becauſe they cannot reform. If it be be- 
cauſe they will not, they are to be withdrawn 
from as Wicked. If it be becauſe they cannot, 
or want Power, it ſays, The Keys of Diſcipline _ 
is taken ftom them, and that they are not Chriſt's 
| [ Officers 
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vii : Ta the Reader. 5 
Officers and Stewards. The Diſcipline of Chriſt's 


Appointment - muſt needs be a ſufficlent Means 


for the Preſervation and Reformation of his own 
Houſe, In both theſe Caſes, the judicious Oven 
is of Opinion, a Church is to be ſeparate. from. The 
Reaſon is plain, becauſe She is ſeparate from the Head, 


whom we are to hold at any Rate, tho' it were to 


the loſs of Communion with the whole World. 
I' apt to think, that the two Horns of the 

above Dilemma, are ſufficient to overthrow Mr. 
Currie's voluminous Eflay upon Separation. By 


which, in the Opinion of many, he has deftroy- y 


ed theſe Things which formerly he built up. But 
the Fallacy and Weakneſs of his Reaſonings, and 


the Injuries he has done, both to Acta of Aſſem- 


blies, and particular Authors, I hope, in a ſhort 
Time, may be ſufficiently, expoſed. Had I been 
favoured with a Sight of the Manuſcript before Pub- 


lication, and a few Hours Converſe with my Dear 


and Worthy Brother, according to wonted Intimacy 


and Freedom, without boaſting, I perſwade my ſelf, 
it had never ſeen the Light. I value the Man, Pm 


ſorry for his Conduct ; and pray for his Recovery. 


But want of 'Time, as was hinted above, and fear of 


ſwelling the Pamphlet, obliges me to forbear ſeveral 
other Things I inclin'd to ſay. 5 
TRA the fame Spirit of God, and of Glory, 


which enabled the worthy Author of the following 
Papers to contend unto Death, for the Royal Prero- 


gatives of his great Maſter, the only Head, King, 
and Law-giver of his Church, may in the perufal of 


his following Teſtimonies, enter into the Soul of every 


Nuder, is the Prayer and Deſire of him who is 
5 | — 5 A 
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5 
Thine in the Work of the Goſpel 


Stirling, Aug. 14. of Chriſt Jeſus, 


/. TEES EBENEZER ERSKINE. 


8 E R NO 


Preached at s TiR LING 
By Mr, James Guthrie, 


On the Sabbath-Day in the Fon being the 
19. of Auguſt, 1660. Upon the 22. Verſe of 
the 14. Chapter ol Matthew. He did alſo read 
the 23. and 24. Verſes of the fame Chapter: 
but had not Occafion to preaci any more: he 
being r the ne thereafter. 


£ 
* 


Text. 2 {Meets XIV. Chap 22, 235 0 Verben, | 
And firaightway Feſus conſtrained his Diſciples #0 


get into a Ship, and to.go before him unto the. cher EM 
ſide, while he fent the Multitudes away; + 4 
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23. And when he had ſent the Multitudes away,” he. 328 


_ Went up into 4 Mountain apart to pray; and when 


the Evening was come, he was there alone. 


24. But the Ship was now in the midſt of the Sea, | 


toſſed with Maves: for the Mind was contrary. 


to the Condition and Trial of theſe Times, we 


1 is of Purpoſe, and by Choice, in reference 


have reſolved, through the Lord's —— e 
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BL 
to ak ſomewhat of this * Piece of Trial, and of the 
Storm wherewith the Diſciples of our Lord Jeſi us Chriſt 


were exerciſed at Sea, and the rather we have 
| choſen to ſpeak ſomewhat of theſe Word:, becauſe 


they were the choice of a "7 precious and wor- 


thy Man, to ſpeak of in a of Trial, I mean, 


of that eminent Servant Bo God, Joun Knox, 
whom the Lord did help to be a moſt eminent 
Inſtrument of the Work of Reformation in the 
Church; we ſhall not much ſtand on any parti- 
cular unfolding of the Branches of the Text, 


but take theſe as they ly in order. The Thing 
we defire you firſt to look to, is, How the Story 


that is recorded in theſe Verſes, is knit with theſe 


thar go before, for we will find them knit toge- 


ther by many of the Evangeliſts, viz. the Story 


of the glorious Miracles wrought by Jeſus Chriſt 


the Lord, in feeeding ſo many / Thouſands of Peo- 


ple with a few Loaves, and a few little Fiſhes, 


after this that ſad Trial which the Diſciples met 
with at Sea : | 7 hey are knit together by the Evan- 


geliſt Matthew, Mark, and John, after that the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt bad preached to the People and 


his Diſciples, and had fed many Thouſands with 
2 ſe Loaves, and a few Fiſhes, and had mani- 
5 2 feſted much of his Power and Glory, ( He con- 
Bbis Diſciples to get into 4 Ship, and to go 
e Bin unto. the other fide, while be ſent the 
Mulliititie away ) he ſends his Diſciples to the Sea, 
and the Multitude away, that they ſhould not for 


a Seaſon hear any more of his Doctrine, and fee any 
more of his Miracles. 

THAT we may lay a Foundation for ſome- 
What for your fra cation. Fir/t, It may be en- 
quired, I by it is that he ſends away both his Di/- 


- 6rples and the Multitude at that Time, and Fog | 
habe 


- Ihe 3 8 of his ci of this Text. 


1 


"Se an Tittryuptin of his Doctrine and Aral, 


when he ſends his Diſciples to the Sea, and thi 
Multitude to their own Home? If we look the 


other Evangeliſts, we will find the Cauſes there 


enough, Mark vi. 52. the Cauſe is given there, i 
why he thus exerciſed his Diſciples, (Fir they con- 


ſidered net the Miracle of the Loaves, for their". 
"Hearts were hardned.) - Albeit, the Lord Jeſus + 


Chriſt had revealed much of his Power and Glo- 
ry in the Miracle of the Loaves; yet his Dif- 
ciples did not dul conſider” thereof: Therefore | 
he would needs Exerciſe them with a Ars, 
and a Tempeſt at Sea, that they might both be 
Taught in 'the Knowledge of their own' Weak- 
neſs, and alſo might be "better Sthool'd in the 
Faith of his Power and Glory. The Reaſon why + 
he ſent the Multitude away, is ſet down in the 


Goſpel written by John, Chap. vi. 26. When the 


Multitude comes again, FYerily, verily, I ſay unte 
you, Ye ſeek me, not becauſe ye ſaw the Miracles, . 
but becauſe ye- did eat of the Loaves, and were 
ld. Compare it with that in the 15. Verſe, - 
When Jeſus Chriſt therefore perceived that they 


 wwould come and take him by force, is make him u 7 


King, be departed again into a Mountain himſel 


alone. He knew that for all that they had 8 = 


and heard of his Word and Miracles, they w 


of a yery carnal Diſpoſition, and ſeeking to ws 


bliſh to themſelves carnal Proſperity and Peace: 
Therefore he ſent them away for a Time. 
FRO M the Connection of theſe two Hiſtories, 
and from the Scope of the whole, we offer you one 
Point of Doctrine; That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


is oft Times, and ordinarily pleaſed after ſpecial 

Manifeſtations of his Power and Glory in his Wo 
Church, and amongſt his People, to exerciſe them 
| with ſpecial pieces of Trial, and Troubles, and 


Storms. | 


(. 4 
Storms. * his doing of great Wort ſor their 


Comfort, he is ordinarily pleaſed, to raiſe great and 
dreadful Storms and Tempeſts, for their "Exerciſe 
and Trial. 80 here, when he hath in a moſt com- 


fortable, and kindly way, banqueted them, and re- 
vealed much of his Power and Love in ſo doing, 


he ſends them a Storm and Tempeſt, on the back of 
it, and will have an Interruption of his Doctrine and 
Miracles for a Time, wherein they are all like to be 
drowned. 

II. . There are many Inſtances in te Word, 
of the Lord's dealing thus; look in the Books of 
Moes, what follows on the back of that glorious 
Deliverance, that the Lord gave to the People of 
Jtjrael out of Egypt; they are exerciſed 40 Years in 
the Wilderneſs, in which they had many a fad Day, 
ere they entred the Land of Canaan. 

24 Iaſt. THE like we may ſee in the Church 
of Iſrael, 1Sam. The Lord gave a great Delive- 
rance from the Phili/tines by the Miniſtry of his Ser- 
vant Samuel, and a i blefled work of Refor- 
mation there was, but-all that was again deſtroyed 
by the Hand of Saul, and Perſecution raiſed againſt 

the Church of God. 


34 Injfl, A third Inftance ye will find, if ye will : . 
read the Hiſtory of the Reign of Hezekiah and Ma- 


naſſeh Kings of Judah, as it is recorded in the ſecond 
Book of Chronicles, there was a great Reforma- 
tion in the Days of Heze#iah, A Covenant ſworn 
by the King, Princes, Prieſts, and the whole 
Body of the Land; All Corruption caſt out, 


the pure Worſhip and Ordinances of God ſet up, 


but there was a Ireadful Trial by the Hand of Senna- 


cherib; ſo ſcarcely was Hezekiah well in his Grave, 


till Manaſſeb ſucceeds in his Room, and brings in 


a... Corruption and Perſecution, boch: at once. 


11 


8 


„„ e 
8 Inft. A fourth Initance was in the Days of. 
i Hab, how much of the Power, and Glory of 


he Lord is manifeſted; but how ſad à Trial comes 


5 the Back of it, that the Church ſeems to be 
wholly defaced by the King of Babylon. | 


5th Inft. A fifth Inſtance we will find, after the 
Resa of Ifrael out of Babylon ; in the 4th of 
Exzr 4, the Foundation of the Lord's Houſe is laid: 
But in a little while the Work is interrupted, ( till 
the ſecond Vear of Darius the King by the Deriſi- 
on and Enmity of wicked Men. 


6th Int. A like Inſtance you ſhall alſo bd! in the 


New Teſtament ; look what a Length our blefled 
L o RD brought the Work of the Goſj pel, but what 


follows in the 16. Of ohn, 31. and 32. verſes, Oo 


ye now believe ? Behold the hour cometh, yea, is now 
come, that ye ſhall be ſcattered, every man to his own, 
and ſhall leave me alone. And he is crucified, and laid 


in his Grave, and a Stone laid on the Grave's Mouth, 


and little Appearance that ever there ſhould have 
been more mention of him, in the Land of the Liv- 
ing. 

"th Inft. THEN look another Inſtance in the 


be. * of the Apoſtles in the 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
Chapters of the 47s, what a bleſled Reformation 
there was, but in the Cloſe of the 675 Chapter, and 


in the Beginning of the 87h, ye ſee what a fad Inter- 


ruption and Scattering, is in the Church, and a great a 


Perſecution raiſed againſt it. 


8th Inſt. AND as there are many Inſtances i in the ] 
Word, fo there are many Inſtances in the Story of 


the Church, many great Things were done by the 


Apoſtles, and a olorious Reformation there was in 
the bringing in of the Gentiles; but how dreadful a 


Perſecution is raiſed through all the World 


9th nt, AN h there is a notable Inſtance, ; 
: when the Lord began to reform the Church from 


the 


— — 


. - 
* . 
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{ 6 
the Dakreſt of Pypery, by that BIND " "PIER 4 
ment Luther: But ſhortly after, did not Charles te P 
fifth raiſe a cruel War, againſt all the Princes x 
of Germany, and raiſed cruel Edicts againſt all that . 
Clave to the Church. 5 > 
10th If. AND alſo, in the Days of King - 
Edward the ſixth, That good Prince, what a glori- 8 
ous Work was in England; but few Vears after that | 7 
godly Prince died, Queen Mary ſucceeds, brings in k. 
Popery; and raiſes a bitter Perſecution againſt the ” I 
Saints of God. 
114% Inſt. AND, ye cannot be ſo great Strang- Mm Pi 
ers to your own Condition at Home; How fad an Fe 
| Interruption the Work of Reformation met with, 4 
from the Prelates not long ago. oy 
So that there is nothing more ordinary in the 20 
bunt, than after the Lord has communicate him- ei 
ſelf in a ſpecial w in his Power and Glory, than to 10 
exerciſe them with fad Storms and Tempeſts on the th 
Back of it. tit, 
CONCERNING this Dif) e we would | + 
firſt, enquire a little into the Grounds and Reaſons in 
of it, why the Lord ſees it fit to do ſo? Next, into 7 
the Kinds of it, or in what ſeveral Ways it is, that ir 
he ſees it fit ſo. to do? | by 
Fo R the Reaſons, Grounds and Cauſes of it, we fic 
ſhall not ſpeak of many, though many might be by 
ſpoken of, but ſhortly touch ſome of the moſt com- 4 th 
mon and obvious. en 
1/7 Reaſon, F IRS T, The Lord makes ſuch . 
Changing of his Dealing, with his Church, for the D 
 chaſtifing of their Sin, and correcting of their Iniqui- ar 
ty. A People to whom he manifeſts himſelf in his Q 
Power and Glory, and Mercy and Truth, do not | th 
always behave themſelves as they ought to do, but ne 
even while he is dealing kindly with them they do St 


many ways proyoke him to Wrath. Therefore 2 
or 


ws 


%>- ES 6.0. Sv WS - 


© Ys %F 


in the promiſed Land. 


Pſalm, the Lord is brought to take Vengeance on 


the Inventions of his People in the Wilderneſs ; that 
ye may underſtand this the better, look the 78. 
Pham, which is a clear Commentary to this 
where his Rod where with he punifhed that People . 


in the Wilderneſs, and delayed their Entrance into 


Canaun, and their Sin both are ſet down: Their. 


Unſtedfaſtneſs m the Lord's Covenant. Ye may 
look ſome of the Proofs of theſe Sins. 
_ 1/t Sin. FIRST, In the 10. and 11. verſes of 


Pſalm 78. They kept not the Covenant of God, ant - 


refuſed to walk in his Law : And forgat his Morts, 


and Monders that he had ſhewed them, , They were - 
unſtedfaſt in the Lord's Covenant in the 19. and 


20. Chapter of Exodus; They entred in a moſt ſo- 


lemn Covenant with God, that all of them under- 


took to ſtand to, and to prove faithful therein, but 


they kept not his Covenant, but dealt deceitfully in 


it, therefore he brought ſuch Storms on them in 
the Wilderneſs, and ſo long ſuſpended their Entrance 


24 Sin. A ſecond Sin is, in the 18. verſe they 


ſinned yet more, and tempted him in their. Hearts, 


by asking Meat for their Luſts. They are not fatis- 
fied, with the things that God has allowed them, 


but luſted after ſtrange things, and became luſtful in 
their Appetites: Therefore God is wroth, and thus 
exerciſeth them in the Wilderneſs, | 6 

234 Sin. A third Sin is, in the 22. verſe, their 


Diffidence and Unbelief ; they believed not God, 


and truſted not in his Salvation, they put tempting . 
Queſtions, concerning his Power and Goodneſs in 
the 19. verſe, Can God furniſh a Table in the Wilder- 


neſs? Therefore he thus exerciſed them with 
Storms. 905 3 


4th 


5 „ i 
tor correcting their Sin, and chaſtiſing their Iniquity, 
brings Troubles and Storms upon them. In the 99. 
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4th Sin, Af "ALS Sin is, They deſpiſed and un- 


1 dervalued the precious Manna, which God jent 1 
FI Oo from Heaven, for feeding of them, Numb. 0 
* . Our Souls lathed this light Bread. t 
. 18 Sin. A fifth Sin is, Their murmuring, L 
"0 grudging and repining againſt God. C 
4 6th Sin. A Sixth Sin is, Their Complaint of 2 
Th coming out of Egypt ; their rebelling and ſpeaking of b 
bill a Captain to return back again. 1 
160 "th Sin. TEE laſt Sin is, Their corrupting the 4 
Join Worſhip of God, and making a golden Calf, And 1 
105 becauſe of theſe Sins, the Lord is angry, and cor- | 
why recteth and chaſtiſes them forty Years ag in the 12 
Wil Wilderneſs. Ol 
Wi 24 Reaſon, A ſecond Reaſon is, The 3 m 
1k bringing .tad Storms on the back of glorious Mani- WM at 
10 feſtations of himſelf in his Word and Works, is, pi 
ki for purging of his People. As he will correct them, . 
10 and have them to know the bitterneſs of their Sin, . 3-7 
Fill ſo he will have them to be purged of it. There is a | uh 
: | fad Trial in the 11. of Daniel, and this is given as P. 
10 the Reaſon of it; To purge, to try, and to make 7 
white, In the 35. Verſe, And ſome of them of Under- a 
ſtanding Jha Il fall, to try them, and to purge, and to Tic 


make them white, even to the time of the End: Be- 
cauſ it is yet for a time appointed. There is in the 
Church and People of God, much Droſs, therefore 
be ſces it necefary, they be put to the Fire, for purg- 
ing away of their Droſe. 

34 Reaſon. A third Reaſon, wherefore the Lord 
brings fad Storms, on the Back of glorious Manifes- 
tations, of himſelf, is, for diſcovering and bringing 
forth the Hy pocrites, and ſuch as are unſound, 
Daniel xi. 34. Many cleave to the Lord's People 
by F lattery: Eſpecially, it's ſo, when the Lord is 
eminently appeanne, and revealing himſelf gloriouſly 


; in his Word and Works; ; Many then N 
10 


| There mightabe a great many, ar Mm 


place cited before; Ezra 12 


6 5 


Profeſſion i in whoſe Hearts there is no Sincerity and 


Truth; many then cleave to the Cauſe and Work of 
God by Flattery, which his Soul cannot endure; 


therefore he brin 9 7 winnowing Fan, and lets them | 


up before the Wind, that he may know who is 
Chaff and who is Com. Bfal. cxxv. 4. and 5, 


verſes. He doth good to thoſe that are upright in Heart: 
but as for ſuch as turn. df. de to crooked ways, the 


Lord 50 lead them forth with i workers of Inigui- 


25. Therefore for. Diſcovery. of ſuch, he nds 


fad Storms on the back of Reformation. . 42 
AnoTHER Reaſon of the Eord's bringing 


of glorious Makiffeſtations of himſelf, is that he 


may prove and take a Trial of the e ich 
and Patience of his Saints; and in trying of, hem. 


purchaſe ' Glory to himſelf, and a Name 8 


1. Pet. i. and 7. That the Trial of your Boch Be. 
ing mph. mare 13 ous — 7 55 Ga that: N , 5 


E 


Tels Chr ih, ; 0 
THERE is al a © Saks eancering Adverſe 
ries, which we ſhall not now medle with. " 
By T wekcome, to the ſong Pagit, how it 0 or 
in what ſevera +ſofts of Ways it 
leaſed thus to g enſe SJ mean, to fend Storms and 


Works of Kindneſs and Mercy ame nel the 


Lord is pleaſed to do thus,” 
generals, ' » #Y, 


. way,"FIRs T, he does 1 imer b 1 
terrupting of bis Work.“ it in 


of the Lord's Houſe, i is laid, 2 Span of maligant 


Men, e poor People of God, and his 
5 Work, | 


fad Storms and Tempeſts on his People, on the back 


8, that the Lord is 


8 d. People, immediately on 
the back of fa elorious-Agpeaianee, "2hd. table 
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5 \ 1 
Work, a6 ate exdeeding ill ſatisfied, that the Work 1 
of God ſhould proſper, they come by all Means to 
interrupt the Work of God, and when they could 
not prevail by Flattery, they go to the King of Per- 
fra, and load the People of God: with falſe Aſperſi- 
ons, that they were about to rebel, &c. by which 
Suggeſtions, they obtain , Letters from the. King, 
commanding them to ceaſe building of the T emple, 
and when the Copy-of the King's Letters was read, 
they made them to ceaſe by Force and Power, 
Oc. 

24. Way, A S way. is; by Corruption, when 
he ſuffers evil Inſtruments, not only to make an In- 
terruption, but to make a Corruptign ſo to ſpeak, 
and to wingle theſe with the Turi his Ordinan- 
. ces apd Worſhip. God raiſes up ill Inſtruments, to 
make People lick up the Vomit of theſe Corrupti- 
ons, Which have been formerly caſt out. There 
had been a blefled Reformation i in the Days of Hete- 
kiah, and all Corruption caſt out, but all that Cor- 
ruption, is bidught in again in the Days of Mana/- 
feb, and more and worſe chan ever had been be- 
fore, #* 

34. Way, A third way is, by Deſtruction; ſo to 
ſpeak; Not only, when the Work of God is inter- 
rupped, and corrupted, but, when it is deſtroyed 
and taken away. bere 8 in Days f Zede- 
kiah, a total ping oy the F emple; and all the 
ww or K. . * . 

1 K E *Þurth way is, by Perſecution to theſe 
that cleave £ to the Truth and Work of God; Thus 

it was in übe Days of the Apoſtles, Hels v. They 
fall on tlie Miniſters of the Lon s Houſe, and ſlays 
ſome of theim, ith the Sword, and puts others in 
Priſon; /a per quid not preach the Mord in 
10 ufalem. Senne © one, or all of theſe ways, the 

ord lets on Foot ſuch Diſpenfations, 


" 5 | | . Le. 


> „ 1 © 


i wi E would now ſpeak ſomewhat of ihe; 
WY UL we pee make of it. And, Pirft, It ſays _ 
ME this to ns, that we of this Church and Nation . 
M would be looking for a Storm; the Lord hath been 
graciouſly pleaſed to make glorious Diſcoveries-of his 


Power and Mercy in his Word and Works amongſt 


us, now thir many Years, and even on, that Ac- 
count, we weuld bg, logking for a Storm; and 
ve ſhall give you t cle bk Reaſons wherefore we 
would look for it. 

= 1/7 Reaſon. BECAUSE (as 1010 100 it's 
Pp E ordinary with God in his Diſpenſitions to his People, 
to knit theſe two together, with great Manifeſtations 
of his Mercy, to bring Troubles, T'empeſts and Trials, 
1 ye will find frequently in the Word. 

24 Reaſ. A Second Reaſon wherefore we would 
look for a Storm, i is, becauſe we are guilty of. theſe 
bo Sins, that bring on Storms the Church, and 
People of Ged. We have told you what Storms 
# came on Iirael. in the Wilderneſs, after their coming 
out of Egypt; and we have told you their Sin 
Wthat brought them on; 3,4 ſtedfaſtneſs in the Lord' 

2 Furmuriag, agathſt God, tempting of 
d, Diffidence and Unbeli ; deſpifing, and loth- 


17 Ing of the precious Manna, their rebelling againſt 


ns their corrupting of the Worſhip and Ordi- 


8 
4 Enances of God, Or. Sce if. we be not Guilty of 


/ 
all theſe Sins: Have we not been unſtedfaſt in the 
(Covenant? Is not t Obligation therecf in great | 
eafure forgotten? and who has remembreds to 
perform his. Vow unto the Lord, almoſt ins any 
things. eithef in be National, or Solemn League 
Co . Are we not guilty of luſting, and 
lie with the Things that Ge bath given 
| Heart ve be away with they Luſt 


of” the Fleſh, and the Pride 
B 2 of 
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22 
of Life ? Are we not guilty of repining againf | 


God? Are we not guilty of deſpiſing and ing v 
the precious Manna of the Goſpel? Are we not ¶ be 
guilty of Misbelief and Tearing of God? Are ne 
we not guilty of corrupting of the Ordinances of 

God and ſpoiling many of his. precious Truths ? a. 1 


And are there not many ſpeaking of making a 
Captain to return again tc Egypt, and to involve 
ee in the Bondage of all theſe Corruptions {Ml 
which | have been formerly caſt out, and engaged 
againſt in the Covenant; and if for theſe things 
God brought Storms on them, how Thall we a- 
void them. Ik; 

Rea. 3d. A third. Thing that FI there is a 
Storm coming, is, becauſe theſe amongſt whom he | 
| doth eminently manifeſt himſelf he doth alſo eminent | 
ly try them, that he may bring forth their Faith 


and Patience. We have had Trials, but none of of. 
us have refiſted unto Blood, they have been but = 
freſh Water Trials: The Trials are not anſwer- of 
able to theſe eminent Diſpenſations enjoyed. Wei | to 
have but run with he Foot-men, and have not [on 


yet contended with the Horſe- men, we have not 
ye: ſwim'd in the ſwellings of Jordan,  Feremiab 
12.5. 40 | ba 


Reaſ. 4th. A fourth Thing that fays that there 5 f1 we 
s adtorm coming, is, becauſe that their is among 22 
us a Huge Multitude of hollow hearted Men joyn- 1 og 
ed in the Covenant with treacherous Hearts, the 5 
Lord hath brought forth many of theſe alr eady, but ton 
it's like their will be more viſible Diſcoveries, that *< 
wil! make Men diſown and diſavow e Cove 1 
S Bod. N of 
 KReaſ. 5. ANOTHER Thing thats £6 is ye 
would look for a Storm, is, becauſe that 7 2 . 
begun: The. Wind of the Lord's Fan cy E 


begun to blow); leyerals who were eminent in the 


*% 
3 
7 


13 


— Work of the Lord are impriſored; ſeveral Am- 
not baſſadors of the Lord's Houſe caſt out and doth 
Are not this. fay that their is a Storm coming. 

s of Kea, 6. And Laſtly, THIS ſays, that ye would 
hs > look for a Storm, becauſe all the wicked, and theſs 
az that have been Enemies to the People of God are 
* Ive already lifting up the Head; and that is ay the 
ions prognoſtick of a Stormy | | 

aged Uſe 2d. THe ſecond Uſe is. As we would look 


ings 
. . comes, becauſe it is the Work of our God, it's 


the ordinary path Road, that the Lord uſes to take 
is a or give in his Diſpenfations to his Church. There 
he! are ſeveral forts of Stumblings that Folk fall in, 
| when the Lord is pleaſed to bring Storms on his 


wo 5 3 and People, all of them we would beware 
Ea Es | 
8 19 Stumbling 17. Firſt. the Stumbling of the Child- 
ver. Wt of ae! that we read of, when Storms were like 
We to riſe, they Stumble ſo af as to ſpeak of quiting 
not of the Work of the Lord, and not marching 
not on further to take Poſleſſion of the promiſed Land: 
% And they ſpeak of making a Captain to return 
back again to Egypt: We would fear that that ſhall 
here be the Stumbling of many in thir Times, that 
ove MW they inall take a Reſolution to quite all the Work 
vn- of God, and the Work of Reformation, and be con- 
"the tent to be carried back again to theſe Corruptions 
but! from whence they were (by the Mercy of (z0d) deli- 
that! vered. That is a moſt dreadful Stumbling, we 
ant ! Warn you of it, and we beſeech you in the N ame 
of the Lord to take heed to it. | 
ye 5 Stumble. ad. A ſecond Sort of Stumbling chat we 
* 79 would beware of, is, the Stumbling of Doeg the Edo- 
ady £4 my Sam. 22. when a Storm was like to ariſe 
the 'the Church and People of God, he Stum- / 


"ork | ics 15 * at theſe Things as he falls to be an 
5 g Accuſer 
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for a Storm ſo we would not ſtumhble at it when it 
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Accuſer of thoſe that had been employed in the 
Work of God and walked in their Integrity, to 
accuſe honeſt holy David; and from an Accufer . 
came to be an open Perſeguter of the People of 
God: We would take heed, that for currying 3 
of Favour to our ſelves, we be not Accuſers of 
others; this is the way of many in theſe Nation 
they know no other way of currying of Favour | 
to themſelves, but by becoming Accuſers , of the 
Saints of God; look to it, for in a while ye wil 1 
turn open Perſecuters; when none would fall on - ft 
the Prieſts of the Lord, Doeg the Eqdemite (el 4 

he loſt the Fayour he had gotten ) would fall on | 

34d Stumbl. A third Sort of Stumbling that wel ; 3 | 
would beware of, is, The Stumbling of Shebna, ih 
Treaſurer or Scribe, 1/2.22. When Sennacherib invad- | C 


ed Judah, though he pretended Friendſhip, yet he It. 


in a ſecret way complyed with Sennacherib, and 
ſo far as lay in him ſupplanted good King Heze- 15 7 
kiah, and the People of God; we would take BU 
heed of that. E 


Ib Stumbl. ANOTHER 8 of Sumbline i ge 
that we would beware of, is, That Stumbling of WF 200 
Demas, 2 Tim. 4. 10. who when a Storm ariſes, Fr 42 
he thought it meet to ſhift for himſelf, and im- 7 2 


* 


brace this preſent World. Demas has forſaken 10, % | of 


( fays Paul) having loved this preſent World, and is 25 
der ted unto Theſſalonica. Look we pray youſl be 
in this Place, to that that is moſt like to be your be 
Temptation. vir. The Luft of the Things of the 

World, if ye will prove ſtedfaſt in the Cauſe that 2 
ye have owned, and therefore we would ſtud I» 

have our Hearts looſed from theſe Things bal 1 
will make you Stumble in a ſtormy Day. « hs 
5th Stumbl. AN O HE R fort of Stumbling that | | 
We would beware of, is, The we of Baruch 'S 
3 0 0 vs 
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Fer. 45. 3. when he and Jeremiah were like to be 
put to Death, for the Cauſe that they were en- 
le of gaged unto, he fainted and was afraid, V 7s 
ins me ( fays he ) for the Lord has added Grief to my 
i Sorrow, 1 fainted in my ſigbing, and 1 ind no reſt. 
We would take heed that we Faint not, neither 
be of a fearful Heart, own the Cauſe of God, 
and Intereſt of Jeſusꝰ Chriſt. Vea, that carnal Fear 
11 carries Peter fo far as to deny his Lord and Ma- 
ſter. 
= 6h Stumbl, W would beware of the Stum- 
bling of Judas, who (when he got not the Thing 
be would have been at, by the following of Jeſus 
W Chriſt) he reſolves to betray his Maſter. Look 
that Difappointments in following the Cauſe of 
& Chriſt, make you not turn treacherous unto | 


it. 

or And Laſt, WE would beware of the Stum- 
bling of the Men of Fudah, Fer. 44. Feremiah 
would have had them ſtaying in the Land of 
Fudab, and they would not, but would go down 
tio the Land of Egypt. And they tell him, 7 
= as better with us ( ſay they) when we burnt 
= {ncenſe to the Queen . Heaven, and poured out 
= Drink-offerings unto her, for then had we plenty 
i of Viftuals, and were well, and ſaw, no Evil. 
We would take hetd that nothing make us to 
call in Queſtion the Cauſe of God, that we have 
been engaged into. 

234 U. A third Uſe, If it be ſo, that Tempeſts 
and Storms are like to blow, then we would be 
careful to prepare for them. 

A few Things we would name, that we would 


lock to for preparing of us. 

1 Nit, WE would ſtudy, to have our Ship as 
aht of all unneceſſary Burdens, as we can; I 

mean, all Things of a preſent World, all het 
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1 God, and our precious Soul; we would 


have as little Weight of theſe Things on our Spi- 
rits as we may, for they will ſink our Ship in a 
| Storm. 


g 20. WE would be careful to nicks F Hend- 


m With Jeſus Chriſt that bleſſed Pilot, that we 


get him in the Ship with us, for we are not 

able to ſteer our Ship in a Storm. 
zy. WE would be careful to keep a low Sail, 
to have our Spirits humble and low before the 


Lord, for the humble Soul is moſt like to hold out, 


: when the Wind and Storm blows. 


4y. WE would be careful to get the Know- 
ledge of the Cauſe that we profeſs ; for indeed a 


dark Night is ill to fail in, when the Wind blows, | 


and when there are quick Sands before us, 


And Loftly, WE would be careful to have 
our ſhip well ballaſted with the Faith and Patience 


of the Saints. 
Le 4. WE would cotiflder what grounds of 


Conſolation we ſhall have for ſtrengthning of our 
Hearts, if we bide faſt by the Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt, 

for the bideing out of a Storm, if ſo be God be 
Trl to bring it on us. 


WE might 1 name many, only at this time take 


theſe few. The firſt Ground of Encouragement,  , 
is, that you have a good Cauſe, I mean the Cauſe 


of God, and the Intereſt of. Jeſus Chriſt, ' ſpeak 
againſt it who will, forfake it who will, Reproach 


and Perſecute it who will, Doubtleſs, Good is the 


Cauſe, the Cauſe is worth the contending for, 


worth the Suffering any Thing that can come for 


it. 

20%. ANOTHER Thing to be 2 8 of 
Comfort to us, =, as we have 3 good Cauſe, ſo 
we have a good Captain too, Jeſus Chriſt the 


Lord, who is 5 IC Captain and Prince of Salvatien, | 
Who | 
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we cloſe. 
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who was never put to the Worſe, and who fits 


at the Right-hand of the Father, and will Reign 
there till he make all his Enemies his Foot-ſtool. 

5h. ANOTHER Thing to be a Ground of 
Conſolation to us, is, as we have a good Cauſe, 
and a good Captain, ſo we have good Company 


too, all in whoſe Hearts the Fear of the Lord is 
in theſe three Nations, yea more, we have all the 


Saints that have lived ſince the Beginning of the 
World; for all the Cauſe they have owned and 
ſuffered for, is one and the ſame, though there be 
ſundry Branches of it; we have alſo the bleſled 
Promiſes of God, and we have the Experience of 


all the Saints; we have alſo our own Experiences, 


and many things more of that kind. O that we 
knew our Priviledges, for ſtrengthning of our Hearts 


to be fincere and ſtedfaſt in his work. And ſo 
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1 James Guthrie s laſt 
| Speech pon the Scaffold, 
1 I, 1661. 


EN and Brethren, I fear many 
of you are come hither to gaze, 
rather than to be edified by the 
Carriage and laſt Words of a 
dying Man: But if any have 
an Ear to hear, as I hope ſome 
of this great Confluence have, 

| F defire your, Audience to a 
few Words. 1 am come hither to lay down this 
earthly Tabernacle and mortal F leſh of mine, and, 
I bleſs God, through his Grace, I do i willing- 

ly, and not by conſtraint. I fay, I ſuffer willing- 
ly: If I had been ſo minded, might bave made 
a Diverſion, and not been a Priſoner ; but being 
een to my ſelf of nothing wor thy of Death, 
or of Bonds, I would not ftain my . 
| | Wit 
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or dealt deceitfully in telling me ſo, I might have 


but alſo had much Favour and Countenance, - by 


Integrity; God knoweth, I durſt not; and that 


Has owned a Profeſſion of Religion, and one of 


: alone, haye 


2 Ar. Guthtiꝰs to Speer upon the Safe. 


with the Suſpicion of Guiltinefs, by withdrawing : 
Neither have I wanted Opportunities and Advan- 
tages to eſcape ſince I was a Priſoner, not by 
the Fault of my Keepers, ( God knoweth ) but 
otherwiſe; but neither for this had I Light or 
Liberty, leaſt I ſhould reflect upon the Lord's 

Name, and offend the Generation of the Righte- 
ous: And if ſome Men have not been miſtaken, 


5 ©, Rue Wd A *% kd BY 4 


avoided not only the Severity of the Sentence, 


complying with the Courſes of the Times. But 
I durſt not redeem my Life with the loſs of my 


ſince I was a Priſoner, he hath ſo holden me by 
the Hand, that he never ſuffered me to bring it 
in debate in my inward Thoughts, much leſs to 
propone or hearken to any Overture of that 
kind. I did judge it better to ſuffer, than to hn; 
And therefore, I am come hither, to lay down my 
Life this Day, and I bleſs God, I die not as a 
Fool; not that I have any thing wherein to 
glory in my ſelf: I acknowledge that I am a 
Sinner, yea, one of the greateſt and vileſt that 
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- the moſt unworthy that. has preached the Goſpel. 5 
My ECorruptions have been ſtrong and many, and al 
have made me a Sinner in all Things, yea, even WM F 
in following my Duty; And therefore, Righte- Wt ++ 


ouſneſs have I none of my own, all is vile. But 


I do believe that Feſus Chriſt came into the World 8 
70 Jave Srmners, whereof I am chief: Through Wt © 
Faith in his Righteouſneſs and Blood have I ob- F* 
tained _ and through him, and in him | + 

the hope of a bleſfed Cone and 


elo 


Au. Guthrie's loft Speech upon the Scaffold. 3 


W Victory over Sin and Satan, and Hell and Death, 
and that I ſhall attain unto the Reſurrection of 
the juſt, and be made partaker of eternal Life. 
I know in whom I have believed, and that he is 
= able to keep that which\ I have committed unto him 
= agdin/? that Day. I have preached Salvation through 
bis Name, and as I have preached, ſo do I be- 
lieve, and do commend the Riches of his free 
Grace and Faith in his Name unto you all, as the 
only Way whereby ye can be ſaved. 


AN p, as I bleſs the Lo RD, that I die not 
WE 25 a Fool; fo alſo, that I die not for Evil-do- 
ing. Not a few of you may haply judge that 
= I ſuffer as a Thief, or as a Murderer, or as an 
= Evil-doer, or as a Buſie-body in other Mens Mat- 
ters. It was the Lot of the LORD PESuSG 
Cunilser himſelf, and hath. been of many of 
W his precious Servants and People, to ſuffer by the 
World as Evil-doers; and as my Soul ſcareth not 
at it, but defireth to rejoyce in being brought into 
Conformity with my bleſſed Head, and ſo bleſſed 
a Company, in this Thing; 80 I ü deſire and 
pray, that J may be to none of you to Day upon 


W this Account a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock 7 


of Offence. Blefjed is he that fhall not be offend- 
ed at JESUS CHI1sT, and his poor Servants 
and Members, becauſe of their being condemned as 
##* Evil-doers by the World. Go p is my Record, 
that in theſe Things for which Sentence of 
Death hath paſſed againſt me, I have a good Con- 
= ſcience. I bleſs G OD, they are not Matters of 
Compliance with Sectaries, or Deſigns, or Practiſes 


asainſt His Majeſty's Perſon or Government, pr 
the Ferſon and Government of his Royal . 
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4 Mr. Guthrie's 1a/? Speech upon the Scaffuld. 


ther : My Heart (I bleſs G o p) is conſcious to 
no Ditloyalty, nay, Loyal I have been, and I com- 


mend it to, you to be Loyal, and Obedient in the 


LORD. True Piety is the Foundation of true 
Loyalty: A wicked Man may be a Flatterer, and 


a Tike-ferver; but he will never be a Loyal Sub- 
ject. But to return to my Purpoſe; the Mat- 


ters for which I am condemned, are Matters be- 
longing to my Calling and Function, as a Mini- 


ſter of the Goſpel, ſuch as the Diſcor ery and re- 


proving of Sin, the preſſing and the holding faſt 


of the Path of Go b in the Covenant, and pre- 
ſerving and carrying the Work of Religion, and 


Reformation according thereto, and denying to ac- 


knowledge the Civil Magiſtrate, as the proper com- 
petent immediate Judge in Cauſes" Eccleſiaſtical: 
That in all theſe Things, (which Gop ſo or- 

dering by his gracious Providence) are the Grounds 


of my Indictment and Death, I have a good Con- 


ſcience, as having walked therein according to the 


Light and Rule of Go p'sö Word, and as did be 
come a Miniſter of the Ce | 

I do alſo bleſs the Lox p, that I do not die 
as one not defired. I know that by not a few, 
T neither have been, nor am defired. It hath been 
my Lot to have been a Man of Contention and 
Sorrow; but it is my Comfort, that for my own 
7 J have not contended, but for the Things 

Fejus Chriſt, for what relateth to his Intereſt 
2 Work, and the Well-being öf his People. 
In order to the preſerving and promoting of theſe, 
I did proteſt againſt, and ſtood in Oppoſition un- 
to theſe late Aflemblies at. St. _ Andrews, Dundee, 
& Edinburgh, and the Publick Reſolutions, for 
RN 7 © bringing 
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bringing the Malignant Party into the Judicato- 
ties, and Armies of this Kingdom, conceiving the 
= fame. contrary to the Word of Gop, and to 

W our Solemn Covenant Engagements; and to be 
= an in-let to the Defection, and to the Ruin, and 
Deſtruction of the Work of God. And it is now 
manifeſt to many Conſciences, that I have not been 
FF therein miſtaken, nor was not fighting againſt a 
Man of Straw - I was alſo deſirous, and did uſe 
W ſome poor Endeavours, to have the Church of 
= Gop purged of inſufficient and ſcandalous, and 
corrupt Miniſters, and Elders; for theſe Things 
I haye been miſtaken by ſome, and hated by others: 
But I bleſs the LORD, as I had the Teſti- 
mony of my own Conſcience, ſo I was and am 
W therein approven in the Conſciences of many of 
W the Lok p's precious Servants and People; and 
BW however ſo little I may die deſired by ſome, yet 
by theſe I know I do die defired, and their Ap- 
KV probation. and Prayers, and Affection is of more 
value with me, than the Contradiction or Re- 
proach, or Hatred of many others; the Love of 
the one, I catinot Recompenſe, and the Miſtake 
or Hatred, or Reproacn of the other, I do with 
all my Heart forgive; and wherein I have of- 
fended any of them, I do beg their Mercy and 
10 Forgiveneſs, T do from my Soul with, that my 
Death may be profitable unto both, that the one 
may be confirmed and eſtabliſhed in the ftraight 
Ways of the Lok; and that the other, if 
x the Lo p fo will, may be convinced, and ceaſe 
from theſe Things that are not good, and do not 
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6 Mr. Guthrie's laff Speech upon the Scaffold. 


Gos is wroth, yea, very wroth with Scotland 
and threatneth to depart and remove his Candle. 
ſtick. The Cauſes of his Wrath are many, and 
would to Go p it were not one gfeat Cauſe, MW 
that Cauſes of Wrath are deſpiſed and rejected 
of Men. Conſider the Cauſe that is recorded, 
Fer. xxxvi. and the Conſequence of it, and tremble 
and fear, I cannot but alſo ſay, That there is a 
great Addition and Increaſe of Wrath; Hit, By | 
that Deluge of Profanity that overfloweth. all the | #4 
Land, and hath Rcins looſed unto it every where, 
in ſo far that many have Joſt, not only all A. 
and Exerciſe of Religion, but even of Morality, i 
and that common Civility that is to be found] 
amongſt the Heathen. Second, By that horrible . 
Treachery and Perjury that is in the Matter off 
the Covenant, and Cauſe of GO D, and Wort 
of Reformation: Be aftniſhed, O ye Heavens, at: 


2 = bogs „„ „ > 8Þ ﬀ nb - 


this, and be ye horribly afraid, and be ye very 4 Vue 
folate, faith the Lord; for my People have com- ? 10 B 
mitted tivo great Evik, they have forfaken ine th th 
Fountain of Waters, and hewed them out Yiſterns, | th 
broken Cifterns, that can hold no Waters : Shall he 2 
break the Covenant and proſper? Shall the Throw WM C 
of Iniquity have Fellnuſhip with Gad, which Gol RK 
eth Mijchief by a Law? I fear the EO RD be m 
about to bring a Sword on theſe Lands, which 4 
ſhall avenge the Quarrel of his Covenant. Third, Fi 
Horrible Ingratitude, the Lo R D after ten Yearll vie 


Oppreſlion, and Bondage, hath broken the Yoke an 
of Strangers from off dir Necks: . But what do of 


we render unto him for this Goodnac? Moſt WW #2: 


of the Fruit of our Delivery is, to Work Wicked- ti 
nefs, and to ſtrengthen our ſelves. to do; Evil. of 
Fourth, A moſt N e 1 2 ſackificing : | br 
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3 . Guthrie's laſt Speech upon the Scaffold. 7 


to the Creature, we have changed the Glory of the 
| incorruptible God, into the Image of corruptible Man, 
in whom many have placed almoſt all their Sal- 
vation and Defire, and have turned that which 
might have been a Bleſſing unto us, (being kept 
in a due. Line of Subordination under G o'D ) 
into an Idol of Jealouſie, by preferring it before 
„By him. Gp is alſo wroth with a Generation 
| the of carnal, corrupt, Time-ſerving Miniſters; I know 
and bear Teſtimony, that in the Church of Scot- 
Uſe land, there is a true and faithful Miniſtry: Bleſſed 
be Gop, we have yet many, who ſtudy 
Duty, and defire to be found Faithful to their 
| and Maſter; | | 
| nour, and Reverence, and Eſteem much of theſe 
for their Works ſake; and I pray them to be 
encouraged in their LoRD and Maſter, who is 
with them, to make them as Iron Pillars and 
We Brazen Walls, and as a ſtrong defenced City. in 
the faithful following of their Duty: But, Oh! 
that there were not too many, who mind 24rthly 
Things, and are Enemies te the Croſs of Feſus 
= Chr:i//, who puſh with the Side and Shoulder, 
who ſtrengthen the Hands of Evil-doers, who 
W make themſelves Tranſgreſſors, by ſtudying to build 
again what they did formerly warrantably deftroyz - 
I mean Prelacy, and the Ceremonies; and the Ser- 
vice Book, a Myſtery of Iniquity that works 
amongſt us, whoſe Steps lead unto the Houſe 
of the great Whore Babylon, the Mother of Hr. 
or whoſoever elſe . he be that buildeth 
| this Zericho again, let him take heed of the Curſe 
of Hieh, the Betbelite, and of that flying Roll 
And let all Miniſters take 


their 


you to Ho- 


W kccd that they watch, and be ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 
5 C at! 
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and quit themſelves like Men, and be ſtrong; and | 
1 give faithful and ſeaſonable Warning, concer nir 8 
|} Sin and Duty. Many of the Lox p's People 
1 do ſadly complain of the Fainting and Silence of | 
meny Watchmen, and it concerneth them to con- 
| ſider what GO p calleth for at their Hands in 
ſuch a Day: Silence now in a Watchman, when 
he is fo much called to ſpeak, and give his Teſti- 
wony, upon the Peril of his Life, is doubtleſs a 
great Sin; The LO R D open the Mouths of bis 
Servants, to ſpeak his Word with all Boldneſs, 
that Covenant breaking may be difcoveied ard 
- reproved, and that the Kingdom of IESUS 
\CHris Tr may not be ſupplanted, nor the Souls 
of his People be deſtroyed without a Witneſs, 
I have but a. few Words more to add: All that 
are profane amongſt you, I exhort them to Re- 
pertance, for the Day of the LO R PD's Vengeance 
haſtneth, and is near; but there is yet a Door 
of Mercy open for you, if you will not de- 
ſpiſe the Day of Salvation. All that are Ma- 
ligners, and Reproachers, and Perſecutors of God- 
lineſs, and of ſuch as live godly, take heed w hat 
ye do; it wil be hard for you to kick againſt 
the Pricks; you make your ſelves the Butt of 
the LO RpD's Fury, and his flaming Indienatior; 
if you do not ceaſe from, and repent of all your . 
hard Speeches and ungodly Deeds. All that are 
neutral, and indifferent, os lukewarm Profeſiors, | 
be zealous and repent, left the LORD pu? you 
out , his Mouth. You that lament after the 
LokD, and mourn for all the Abominaettons 
that are done in this City, and in the Land, an 
r:ke Pleaſure in the Stones and Duſt of V ion, caſt 
not et 50 Sor ace, but be ccmforted, 
| and 
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and encouraged in the LO R 5 7 be will yet | 


appear to your Joy: Gp hath not caſt away 
is People, hor, Work in Britain and Ireland, I 
hope it ſhall once more revive by the Power 
of his Spirit, and take Root . downward, and hear 
Fruit upward, and of this I am now confident. 
here is yet a holy Seed and precious Remnant, 
whom Go will preſerve, and, bring, forth: 
But how long or dark our Night may be, I do 
not know, » the ILO RBD ſhorten it for the ſake 
of his Choſen. In the mean while, be Ye Pati- 
ent, and fedfaft, unmoveable, always abaunding in 
Ve Hort of the LORD, and in Love ene to 
nother; beware of Snares which” are ſtrawed 
hick ; cleave to the Covenant and Work of Re- 
formation; Do not decline the Croſs of IEsus 
CuRIST, chooſe rather to 22 Mliction with the 
People of 6 0 D, than to enio the Pleaſures of © 
Sin for a Seaſon, and . account the  Reprodch,; of 
CHRIST greater Ri ches, than all the Treaſures 
of the World. Let my Death grieve none of you, 
t will be more profitable and Padvantagious both 
or me, and for you; and for the Church of 
Gor, and for CHR IS's Intereſt, and Ho- 
10ur, than my Life could have been. 1 forgive 
all Men the Guilt of it, and I defire you to do 
ſo alſo: Pray for them that perſecute you, and. 
%%. them that curſe you; Bleſs, I Jay, and cur 2 
not. I die in the Faith of the Apoſtlos, and 
Primitive Chriſtians; and Proteſtant Reformed 
Churches, particularly of the Church of Scotland, 
whereof I am. a Member and Miniſter. I do 
car my Witneſs and Teſtimony to the Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of the 
Church of Scotland, by Kirk-Seffions, Presbyteries, 
| \ C2 Synods 
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Synods and General Aſſemblies; Popery, and Pre- 
lacy, and all the Trumpery of Service and Cere- 
monies, that wait upon them, I do abhorr. I 
do bear my Witneſs unto the National Cove-| 
nant of Scotland, and Solemn League and Cove- 
nant betwixt the three Kingdoms of Scotland, 
England, and Ireland: Theſe Sacred, Solemn, 
Publick Oaths of G © p, I believe can be looſed, 
nor diſpenſed with, by no Perſon, nor Party, or 
Power, upon Earth; but are ſtill binding upon 
| thele Kingdoms, and will be for ever hereafter ; W* 
and are ratified, and ſealed by the Converſion of 
many Thouſand Souls, fince our entering there- 
into, I bear my Witneſs to the Proteftation 2- 
gainſt the Contraverted Aſſemblies, and the Pub- 
lick Reſolutions, to the Teſtimonies given againſt 
the Sectaries, againſt the Courſe of Backſliding and 
Defection that is now on Foot in the Laut, 
and all the Branches and Parts thereof, under 
whatſoever Name or Notion, or acted by w hat- 
ſcever Party or Perſon. And in the laſt Place, 
I bear my Witneſs to the Croſs of JzxsusF 
CHKI1sST, and that I never, had Cauſe, nor 
have Cauſe this Day to repent, becauie of any 
Thing I have ſuffered, - or can now ſuffer for 
his Name: I take Goh to Record upon my 
Soul, I would not exchange this Scaffold with 
the Palace or Mitre of the greateſt Prelate in 
Britain. Blefled be G op, who hath {hewed 
Mercy, to fuch a Wretch, and hath revealed 
his Son in me, and made me a Miniſter of 5 
everlaſting Goſpel, and that he hath deigned, 
the midſt of much Contradiction, from Satan = 
ihe World, to ſeal my Miniſtry upon the Hearts 

= | 08 
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Dere- Jof not a few of his People, and eſpecially in 
r. I the Station wherein I was laſt, I mean the Con- 


Ki 4 gregation, and Presbytery of Stirling; And 1 


land hope the Lo x D Will vifit that Congregation, 
emn, Wand. Presbytery once more, with faithful Paſtors. 
oſed, MG o © forgive the poor empty Man, that did 
A Wthere intrude upon my Labours, and hath made 


Her; Prey of many poor Souls, and expoſed Others 


n of Mo Reproach and Oppreſſion, and a Famine of 
here- | 
N a- 
Pub- 
rainſt 
- and 
and, Mpity that poor miſled People, and the Lox Dd 


Misleaders of that Part of the poor People, who 
tempted them to reject their own Paſtor, and to 


under Ny iat the Congregation and Presbytery of Stirling 


7 hat- 
lace, 
SUsN 
nor | 
any 
for 
my 
With 
> in 
Wed 


nce more with faithful Paſtors, and grant that 


vived through all Britain, and over all the 
Vorld. JESUS CHRIST is my Light, and 
iy Life, my Righteoufneſs, my Strength, and my 
Salvation, and all my Defire: Him, O him, I 


* 


I n him; Bleſſtd are they that truſt in him. Bleſs 

= bi bim, O my Soul, from henceforth, even for ever. 

and {W<27ovce, reſoyce, all ye that love him, be patient, and 

cal p efoyce in Tribulation: Bleſſed are you, and bleſſed _ 
O0 


all you be for ever and ever; ever laſting Righte= 


C 3 1 ouſneſs © 


the Word of the LORD. GOD forgive the 


admit of Intruders; And the Father of Mercies 


the Work, and People of Go p, may be re- 


do with all the Strength of my Soul commend ; 
into you: Bleſſed are they that are not offended 
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oe and eternal Salvation is yours; All avi 
yours, and ye are CHRIS P and CHRIS 
7s GOD"... Remember me, O LO RD, with tj 
Favour thou beareft to thy People ; O viſt me wit) | 
thy Salvation, that J may fee the Good of th 
Choſen, that I may rejoyce in the G ladnefs of th 
Norton, that F may Glory with thine Inberitand 
Now, let thy Servant. depart in Peace, fine ming 
ls Jes have Keen thy Salvation. | 


SOM! 
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SOME 


| CONSIDERATIONS 


Contributing unto the 


DISCOVERY 


Of the Dangers that threaten 


[RELIGION 


And the Work of 


XETOKRMATION 


In the 


Church of Steh 


Put: liſhed for informing the Ignorant and 
Inadvertent, for awakning the Careleſs and Secure, 


for ſtirring up unto the Exerciſe of Repentance, 


and Faith towards G o B, and for perſwading unto 
a godly Union and edifying Peace, 9c. x 
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Ey James Guthrie. Minifter of the Go] pela at Stirling. 1 
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Amos 3. 8. The Lion hath roared, who will not fear? 
the Lord God hath posen, who can but Propheſie? 
Jonah 1. 6. What meane/t thou, O ſleeper ? ariſe, 
call upon thy Hd, if jo be that God will think upon 
us, that we periſh not. 

Rev. 2. 5. [wi!l come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy Candle/tich. out of his Place, except thou repent. 
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Chriſtian Reader, SN oh a 
HE true Proteſtant Religion as 
„ reformed in Doctrine, Warſhip, 
Diſcipline, and Government in 
the Church of Scotland, 7s 4 
Pearl of fo incomparable Value 
and Price, that the very hearing 
and apprehenſion of any Danger, 
| threatning its Spoil and Ruin, 
cannot but affect every Soul that knoweth the Marth, 
and is in love with the Beauty thereof, eſpecially the 
Hearts of all the genuine and true born Sons aud 
Daughters of God, who have received their ſpiritual 
Life and Being therein, and do grow up under the 
Shadow thereof: How much more ought it, and I 
hope, doth» it affect thee, when ſuch Dangers do 
threaten the ſame, as we nor our Fathers have not © 
heard nor ſeen the like, fince the, Time of” Reforma- 
tron from Popery; theſe in the Year 1588. from the 
Spaniſh Armado without,” and from the Plottings and 
Practiſes f Papifts within, ſeem in many Reſpetts 
nothing comparable ta theſe of this Time: Aud though 
| 7 
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„ The PREFACE. 


T be far from extenuating the 3 that Reli- 

gion flood into under Prelacy, ( efpecially when the 
Service Book and the Boot of Canons were violently 
ebtruded upon this Church) or from refleting upon 

the neceſſary, and juſt, and laudable Oppaſ tion that 

was made thereunto; Net I do believe, that upon 
ſaber and ſerious Examination, it thall be faund by 

Men of Fudgment and Underſtanding, ( who are | 
pleaſed io make the Parallel) to involve nothing con- 
trary to the Words of Soberneſs and Truth, to afſert, | | 
That the Hazard of Religion is greater now, nor it 
was then, and that the Tokens and Progneſticks of a 
dreadful Night of Darkneſs and Deſelation upon the | 
Sanctuary of the Lord in this Land, are more and 
- more pregnant now, than they were at that Time : 
The General Aſſembly of this Church thought, that 
they had Reaſon thus to ſpeak in the Year 1647. in 
their brotherly Exhartation to England.“ Ie can- 
ce not (ay they ) but look upon the Danger of the 
e true Reformed Religion in this Iſland, as greater 
* now than before; not only for that, theſe very 
&« Principles aad Fundamentals of Faith, which un- 
& der Prelacy, yea, under Popery it ſelſ, were general- 
cc b received as uncontroverted, are now by the Scepti- 
c iſm of many Seftaries of this Time, either op- 
« pugned or called in queſtiou; but alſa becauſe in 
ce flead of c carrying on Fra towards Pei fecti- 
an, that which hath been already built, is in Part 
ce oft dun, and in Danger to be wholly overthrown, 
& through the Endeauours of Sectaries, to comply with 
« many of the Prelatical and Malignant Party, and 
their jeyning hand in hand, and caſting in their J ots, 
aud interweauing their Intereſts together in way of 
Combination againſt the Covenant and Presbyterial 
« Government ; yea, the unclean Spirit which was caſt 


out, 15 about to enter in again with ſeven other Si- 
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The PREFACE. v 


ce rits ound than himſelf, and 5 the Latter-end like 
« to be worſe than the beginning.” H there was ground 
for ſuch a Warning and Complaint aboue tayelve Years 
"ago, when the Toleration of Errors and Hereſies was 
not enacted by a Law, and the Parliament of England, 
and the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, were pro- 
ceeding in the Wark of Reformation, and Uniformity 
in Religion, and the State and Church gf Scatland 
were in their Integrity: Hou much more now, under 
all the Evils that have ſince come ta paſs in beth Nati- 
ons, and which do grow upon us Day by Day, and are 
come to ſuch a Height, that withont a wonderful and 
ighty Hand of gracious Providence, interpoſing to 
preſerme Religion, is ſeems to be nigh to Ruin amongſt 
us, and that our Lend jhall be involved in Darkneſs, 
and plunged in the Depths of Atheiſm, and Error, and 
Popery, and Profanity © The thought of theſe things, 
as they did induce me two or three Months ago to pen 
theſe Conſiderations, tending to the Diſeruery of the 


Dangers that threaten Religion, aud the l. 2 ol Refor- 


mation in this Church ; & hath it now perſuaded me 
to ſend the Jame abroad with the former Teſtimmy, that 
by caſting these «few Mites into the pablick Ti rajury of 
. tbe Sanctuary, I might according to my weak MMAed- 
fure, contribute aud concur with other more fai thu and 
able Miniſcers and WW; 512 of Feſis Chriſt in tie 
Land, fer informing of the Ignorant and Iadvertant, 
far rebukjng of the Careleſs end * IN ent, for 
awakning fuck as are ſecure, for Warning of * ſuch as 
have left their Firſt-loave, thet rey ray remember 
whence he are fallen, and repent. and do the fer 7 Works, 
and for ſtirring us of theſe 1059 have received the Truth 


171 Love, tn be Seng for the Lord of Hod, and valiant. 


for his Truth upon the Earth, by ſtanding in the Breach, 
and SYREOUATES arugently tor the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints, for per/waaing unto the Euer ciſe of 1Repen- 

ance 
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tance and Faith totvards Cod, and to IVatchfulneſs and } 

Tenderneſs in Duty, and unto cordial and well grounded | 
Union in the Lord, that we may all of us in Subordina- 

tian to him, with one Shoulder to the outme/? of our Pow Wi 

er, by all lawful Means in our Stations and Callines, 
"faithfully endeavour the Preſervation of Religion, and 

the Work of Reformation, that the bleſſed Truths of the 

Goſpel, and precious Ordinances of Feſus Chrift being 

preſerved amongſt us in their Purity and Integrity, they 

may be tranſmitted without Spot to our Poſterity. Ido 

not doubt, but diſcerning Eyes may fee more Dangers 

than I have ſpoke unto, I have but pointed at a few, 

and if any ſhall judge this Diſcovery to be detective, I 1 
ſhall be glad, and not think my Labour loft, if they may 
but thereby be provoked to give a more aiftinet and full 
int Sound in theſe Things.. It will paply be the Eupecta- 
5 tion and Deſire of ſome, that ſomething ſhould be ſhoke 
i alſo for diſcovering of theje Duties that the Lord calls for 
i 1 at our Hands, for preſerving of Religion iu the mid/? 
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/ Jo many Dangers: Somewhat of Duty there is, which 
the Diſcovery of the ſeveral Dangers doth by native and 
my clear Conſequence point forth, the whole would be a ark 
ery difficult and comprehenſive, and that doth require 
much Light and Leajure : Therefore hoping that it may 
be done to better Purpoſe by theſe of mere Prudence and 
Authority in the Church, T hall jor the preſent forbear 
to meddle further therein; and wiſhing that the littie 
which I have done in the firſt Part of the Work concern- 
ing the Diſcovery of the Dangers, may be accepted of the 
Saints, and contribute for thy Eaification, I do con- 
#1nue 
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Thy Servant for Jeſus ſake, 
in the Work of the Goſpel, 
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Some Coofiderations contributing unto the 
Diſcovery of the Dangers that threaten 


Religion and the Work of Reformation, 
in the Church of Scotland. | 
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F rom that ſwarm of Peſtilent Errors and 


Here ſies that doth abound in the neigh- 


bour Nation of England, and our 2 ici- 
_ Aire, and inti mats and day- 1 
ly e ee there with. 18 


or to render the neighbour 


Nc y Church and Nation vile in the 


Eyes of any, by diſcovering of 
their Nakedneſs, in reckoning 


ſands in that Land, who have not bowed their Knecs 
10 Baal, nor defiled their Garments by departing a- 


way from the Faith, but do ſadly bemoan and faith- 


fall bear Witneſs againſt the falling away of others. 
And Ido OP OI that DR hath 2 
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Ti is far from my Pura to 1 8 
any Imputation upon England, 


cut the many peſtilent Errors 
a4 andHereſies that many therein 
are i! fected wh :I know there be many Thou- 
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2 
great and honourable Company of precious, and ſound, 
and able, and godly Miniſters and Profeſlors, as aq? 


ly are to be found in any Nation or Church upon the 


Earth; but I hope it ſhall be no Injury nor Offence 
to any to ſay (and would to God I could ſpeak it 


with that Compaſſionate Reſentment and ſerious af- 


fectedneſs of Heart, that doth become in ſo ſad and 
Soul-concerning a Cate ) that a great many in that 
Church and Nation, are infected with many not- 
ſom Errors and peſtilent Hereſies, which fret as a 
Gangren unto the deſtroying of many poor Souls : Is 


there almoſt any of the precious and neceſſary Truths 


of God, but hath ſome Oppoſers and Contradicters 
in England? Not orly are the beautiful Super- 
ſtructures thrown down, but the very loweſt and 


moſt nec flary Foundations of the Chriſtian Religion 


razed and plucked up by the Roots, by the Blaſpe- 


mies of ſome. To diſpute and declaim, and write 
againſt tlie bleſſed Trinity, againſt the Divinity of 


the eternal Son of God, Teſus Chriſt, . who is over 
all, God blefled for ever, againſt the ſacred 1 
that they are not the Word of God, are with not 


few, things common and ordinary; yea; theſe 3 | 
things which Fews and Mabumetans, and not a 
tew in Pagan Nations do acknowledge ; and which 
being denied, the Condition of a Man is made little 


better than that of a Beaſt; ſuch as the Immortality 
of the Soul, the Refurcection of the Dead, Heaven 
and Heli, eternal Rewards, and eternal Puniſhments, 
are by diverſe wantonly debajed, and by ſome per- 
tinaconly denied and oppugned. The Time Was, 
and that not many Years ago, when J.dependency, 
Araſtianiſm, Brown!/jt, arid Ancbaptijm in that 


Jand, were Jooked upon as thre alning Danger to 
the Churches and Work of Reformation in theſe Na- 
tions; yet in Compariſon to the Errors, that now 


abound in England, theicare but as Mole-hills to 
Moun- 


— « 
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F 


. 

Mountains: The whole Body of Armi inianiſn, 
| * Antinomiani/m, Pelagianiſim, Socinianiſin, Familiſin, 
Qualeriſin, and almoſt what not that hath 
SY at any Time been broached by the Father of Lies, 
: and infeſted the Chriſtian Church, but hath ſome 
. Brockers and Patrons there. That theſe things are 
| | Oo, is but too ſadly true, and theſe things being ſo, 
8 Is not the Church of Scotiand by Reaſon of its Vici- 
; S nity unto, and intimate and daily Correſpondence 
J and Commerce with Euglaud, in eminent Hazard 
- to be tainted with Infection thereby; the Vieinity 
: and next heighbour-head of Nations and Churches, 
3 elpecially when attended with intimate and ordinary 
g Fellwihip, hath always had great Influence upon 
1] the Manners of ove another, chik efly as to the deprav- 


i ing and ccrrupting of Religion, to whichalltheScns of 
5 Men by Reaſon of their indied Ignorance, and Inſta- 
> 8 bility; and the Power of corrupt Imaginations, are 
F of themſelves but too too prone, Ihe Children of V 
r 8 :2:!(not only) when they lived in the Land of Fgype, 
8 were infected with many idolatrous and Keathenith 


a Cuftoms, Ee. xxi. 27. (but even) when ſeparat- 
= ed and brought into Canaan, albeit railed in and 
a | fenced with the holy and perfect Law of the Lord, 
h | to which was added the Sanction of many great and 
= precious Promiſes to fuch as did obey, and of man 
dreadful Threatnings againſt the Diſobedient and Re- 


n bellious, which were accordingly verified by God in 
s, erninent Acts, of his Juſtice and Goodneſs; the Id- 
N latrous Opinions and Practiſes of their neighbour 
3, Nations had fuch Influence upon them, that they 
5 could not be keeped ( ſcarce at any Time for one Ge- 
at neration together) from learning their Works, and 
0 going a vhoring after their corrupt Cuſtoms, Pal. 
a- cvi. 35, 30, 37, 38, 39. Vea, ſometimes came 
W to be worſe than the Heathen; whom the Lord had 
to | 1 
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| SER. 8 
deftroyed before them, 2Chron. xxxili. 9. and to 
change his Judgments into Wickedneſs, more than 
the Nations, and his Statutes more than the Coun- 
tries, that were round about them, Exe. v. 6. e- 


ſpecially after that Religion came to be corrupted 


amongſt the ten Tribes by Feroboam, his ereCting the 
Calves at Dan and at Bethel. Fudah and Feruſalem, 


though they had the Temple ard the Ark, and the 


Oracle, and the Altar, with all other the Ordinances | 


of God, and alſo many Prophets ariſing up early, 


and ſpeaking to them in the Name of the Lord, did | 
er. iii. II. Aholah ſaw \ 
what A4h:libah had done, ſhe became more corrupt | 
in her inordinate Love than ſhe, and in her Whore- | 


then become treacherous, 7 


doms more than her Sifter, and her W horedoms 
— till the Lord ſaw that ſhe was defiled, and that 
they took both one way, ZzeF, xxiii. 11. 13. The 
HiftSries of the Exgliſß and Scots Nations and 


Chuches, do teſtify, that they have for the moſt 


Part run one Lot, both as to their reforming and cor- 
rupting of Religion: This Confideration was the prime 
Ground of theſe Bonds and Confederacies that were 


tranſacted, firſt, between Elizabeth Queen of Eng- | 


land, and the Lords of the Congregation in Scotland, 
and afterwards between that Queen and King Fames 
the ſixth: It was alſo this eſpecially, that did induce 
theſe Nations and Churches to engage themſelves in 
the ſolemn League and Covenant, Anno 1643. be- 


cauſe ( as it is expreſſed by the Miniſters of England 


in their Letter to the Genera] Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland, Anno 1641. ) © they did know and ac- 
© knowlede, that · theſe Churches of England and 
Scotland, ſeem both to be imbarked in the ſame 
Bottom, to fink and ſwim together, and are fo 
© nigh conjoyned by fo many ſtrong Ties, not only 


as Feow-mernbers, under the ſame Head, Chriſt, 


6 and 


and Fellow-ſubjects, under the fame King, but alſo 
by ſuch Neighbour-hood and Vicinity of. Place, 
IT That if any Evil ſhould infeſt the one, the other 
< cannot be altogether free, or if tor the preſent, it 
© ſhould, yet in proceſs of Time, it would ſenſibly 
© ſuffer alſo, ” which is homologated by the Aſſem- 
bly in their Anſwer to that Letter: We have learn- 
< ed ( ſay they) by long Experience, ever ſince the 
< Time of Reformation, and eſpecially after the two 
Kingdoms have been by the great goodneſs of 
God to both, united under one Head and Monarch. 
© but moſt of all, of late, which is not unknown 
to you, what Danger and Contagion in Matters 
of Kirk Government, of divine Worſhip, and of 
Doctrine, may come from the one Kirk to the 
other; which befides all other Reaſons, may 
make us pray to God, and to defire you and all 
< that love the Honour of Chriſt, and the Peace of 
* theſe Kirks and Kingdoms, heartily to endeavour, 
that there might be in both Kirks one Confeſſion 
of Faith, one Directory for publick Worfhip, one 
Catechiſm, and one Form of Kirk Government, 
And the Commiſſioners of the Parliament of Eng- 
land in the Propoſitions given by them to a Com- 
mittee, to be preſented to the General Aſſembly of 
this Church, Anno 1643. for perſwading of them 
to further and expedite the Aid and Aſſiſtance, then 
demanded by both Houſes from the Kingdom of 
Scotland, after they have given them to underſtand, 
that by Reaſon of the prevailing of Papiſts, the pre- 
taucal Sanction and other malignant Enemies, to 
theſe who defired Reformation, the hopeful Begin- 
nings thereot, were likely not only to be rendred in- 
exectual, but all the former Evils, Superſtitions and 
Corruptions to be introduced by ſtrong Hand. They 
do in ths rext Place tell them, That if once theſe 
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© ſhould again n take Root in the Church: and King- 
dom of Eugland, they would quickly ſpread their 
© Venom and Infection into the Church, and 
Kingdom of Scotland, the Truth of which being 


well know n, both to our Church and State, did pre- 


vail upon them to concur with Eugland in Counſeb 
2nd Forces, for ſuppreſſing and preventing of theſe 


things, as may be ſeen in their Anſwers to the De- 


clarations of the Honourable Houſes of the Parlia- 
ment of England, concerning that Purpoſe. Up- 
on the fame Ground, the Chürch of Scotland did fre- 


quently by her Commiſſioners at London, and by her 


Letters to the Parliament of Eugland, and to the 
Aſſembly of Divines at Fe/minfler, and by her Ex- 


- hortations to her Brethren of Fngland, often warn 
of the Danger of Errors and Hereſies, when they 


were but yet in their firſt Buddings, and far from 
the Height that now they are at in England. I he 
Words of the Aflembly in their Declaration and 
brotherly Exhortation to their Brethreri of England, 
Ano 1047. are worth the repeating in this Cate: 


Cc ſay they) while in the Neighbour Kinzdom, 


I be Staves of Beauty, and Bands, Covenant, and 
« Brother-hood, are broken by many, the Horn of 


Malignants and Sectaries exalted, the beſt affected 


« born dow n, Reformation ebbing, Hereſy and 
« Schiſm flowing: It can hardly be marvelled at oy 
any Perſon of Prudence and Diſcretion, if we be 
full of ſuch Fears, and Apprehenſione, as uſe to be 
in theſe who dwell near to a Houſe ſet on Fire, or 
a Family inſected, eſpecially being taught by the 
fad Experience of the Prelatical 11 imes; How caſi- 
ly a Gangren in the one half of this Hand may 
ſpread through the whole, knowing alſo the ifve- 
terate and infatiable Malice of the Enemies of this 


0 Cauſe and Covenant, againſt this Church all 
| 5 King: 


ing- 
their 

and 
deing 
pre- 
nſels 


reſies. 


1 


c c Kingdom: which we cannot Tur ignorant of, un- 
© Jeſs we would ſhut our Eyes, and ſtop our Ears” 

I might cite many things to this Purpoſe out of the 
publick Records of both Churches and Nations, but 
theſe few I hope do ſufficiently witneſs, what were the 
Thoughts and Apprehenſions of Men of Judgment 


| and Underſtanding in both, but a very few Years 


ago, as to the Danger of Religion i in Scotland in the 
caſe of England's being infected with Errors and He- 
And if there was Reaſon then ſo to Judge, 
how much more now, when beſides the Vicinity 
and Contignity of theſe two, and the dayly Com- 
merce and Correſpondency that is between the Peo- 


ple thereof, Scotland, is incorporated into one Civil 


Body and Government with England, and have alſo 
the Bar of Civil Laws for keeping out, and curbing 
of many Errots and Hereſies taken away, and Tole- 
ration and Protection allowed thereunto, by which 


Fit cometh to paſs, that the Danger which. was for- 
merly nigh unto us, is now alſo in our Bowels, And 


to this I ſhall ſpeak in the next Place. 


RY 


m of | FE „ 
C onſideration Second. 
an 
= oy F- mm the Infedtion of Errors aa Ferefi es * be- 
ede gun, and the Foating that they have already got in 
o Wh is Church and Nation. 
e, Of | 
y the Hove the Plague when near unto us is 
7 call 8 dangerous, and Fire in our Neighbours 
TW Houſe, can hardly be keeped from taking 
NV eld of our own, yet Infection in our own Body, is 
ins Whore dangerous, and much harder it is to keep our 
1 and D 2 Houſe 
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Houſe from burning when the Fire hath already 


ſizſed upon it, and the Flames are flaſhing about our 


Ears; and this is the Cafe that the Church of Scot- 
land, and Religion therein do ſtand into at this Day: 


Not only have we amongſt us many Strangers who 


vent their Errors at will, and without Controul- 

ment, but ſundry alſo of our own Church and Na- 
tion, are come to be infected therewith, The Mi- 
niſtry of the Land, though differing in that unhappy 
Queſtion about the Publick Reſolutions, yet are dy the 
fingular Mercy and goodneſs of God, for any thing 
that doth yet appear, kept ſound and unanimous in 
their Judgments againſt the Errors of the Times; 
and ſo alſo is the Body of the People according ta 


the Meaſure of their Knowledge in their ſeveral 


Ranks and Degrees; neither have Sectaries ſo much 


Cauſe to boaſt of their Number and Growth in! 


Scotland, as commonly they do give out, they are 
(bleſſed be the God of Truth and of Mercy for it) 
as yet but very few, and inconſiderable in Compari- 
ſon to the Body of this Church, ſcarce one to a 
thouſand ; yet is the Infection ſuch, as ought not 
to be deſpiſed or neglected, as threatning no Danger 
to Religion and the Work of Reformation amongſt 
us: Beſides ſundry others who are infected with 
Errors in ſeveral Sorts, there being not a few of 
theſe monſtruouſly Erring- ſouls, commonly called 
Duakers, who ſtrike at the Root of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, by denying the Scriptures to be the Word of 
God, and ſetting up, and holding forth their own 
doting Fancies, and fooliſh Imaginations, under 
the Name of the Light within them, as the infallible 
Dictats of the Spirit, of Truth, and by denying 
the In- being of Sin, and aſlerting the Perfection 
of the new Creature in the regenerated, even 
to ſuch a Meaſure of Righteouſneſs and = 
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| away with theſe ſtrange Delufions : 


neſs, as is Ec oy with that of our bleſſed Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and by denying of the Reſur- 


rection of the Body from the Dead, and maintain- 
ing many other Errors, which though abominable 


and vile in themſelves, yet are boldly vented and 
actively ſpread by theſe Perſons, and which is more 


1 KAmentable, ſad Experience proveth in both Nations, 
that not a few, and theſe not of the moſt Ignorant and 


ſeemingly Profane, are apt to receive, and be carried 
And therefore 
would we not be ſo ſlothful and ſecure, as to think 
that Religion is not in Hazard by the Infection al- 
ready begun amongſt us. The Apoſtle telleth us, 
T hat a little Leaven leaveneth the whole lump, 1 Cor. 
v. 6. And if the Church of Corinth was in hazard 
by one. inceſtuous Perſon, {inning againſt the light 


of Nature, ſhall we not judge our ſelves to be in 
Hazard by fome hundreds ; the Leaven of whoſe 
Errors is not ſo ſowre to the natural Man's Taſte, © 
As the Infection of the Plague of Peſtilence hath in 


a little Time derived it ſelf into many, and at laſt 
brought forth the Ruin of great and populous Cities 
and Societies, ſo hath the gangren of Error often 
ſpread it ſelf from one or a few Members of particu- 
lar viſible Churches unto the Body of viſible Pro- 
feſſors therein, that from the ſole of the Foot ufito 
the top of the Head, there has been little or no 
Soundneſs, but Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putrify- 
ing Sores. 


the Chriſtian. Church, had its Beginning from one 
Presbyter in the Church of Alezanaria in Egypt, 
and yet did run fo faſt and fo far, that in afew Years, 
it did over ſpread a great Part of the Chrittian 
Wogld, which made 7 to ſay, that the World 

did 
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he Arrian Hereſy, which was one f 
the moſt dangerous and dreadful, that ever troubled 
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10 
did groan and wonder at it ſelf, that it was beokine 


© Urrian. We will ordinarily find, that the greateſt | 


and moſt prevailing Hereſies, have had their Riſe and 


Original from very ſmall Beginnings, and that their 


Authors and Abettors have been at firſt but very few 
and inconfiderable. If we will not believe our Ears, 
and that which our Fathers have told us, yet let us 
pelieve our Eyes, and that which Experience hath 
taught us. How few and inconſiderable were the 
Sectaries in theſe Nations ſome eighteen or twenty 
Years ago? And how numerous are they at this Day? 
The Zuaters ( belides many others of ſeveral Sorts ) 
do boaſt themſelves to be for Number ſundry ten 
thouſands: And yet I do believe, that within theſe 


fixtcen Years, or little more, ſcarce were ten fingle 


Perſons of that Judgment, heard of in any Place of 
theſe Nations; and their increaſing in-ſo ſhort a 
Time to fo great a Number, may convincingly teach 

us, what we may and ought to fear, the Growth 
8! Increaſe of Sectai ies in Scotland, albeit their 
Number for the preſent be not great: And 


"though haply there be not in every Reſpect, A1uch 


an aptitude in the People in this Nation to receive 
Errors, nor ſuch Parts and Abilities for ſpreading of 
them as in ſundry of the Engliſh, and that we have 
alſo the Advantage of Church-Diſcipline for curbing 
of them; yet would we not upon ſuch Appretient- 
ons as theſe, be ſecure : Errors have got no ſmall 
Footing amongſt us alrea iy, and if the Infection 
could enter while the Body 1s more intire and ſound, 
bow much more is it like to ſpread, when ſundry of 
the Members are corrupted. - If we ſhall take a View 
of the many great Advantages, that the ſpirit of 
Error and Delufion hath at this Time, for ſtrength- 
ais and enlarging it ſelf in chis Land, a Man that 
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bath but t half an Eye, may 
eminently in Hazard thereby. 


ſee, that Religion 18 
Therefore I ſhall 


now proceed to ſ 9 ſomewhat unto theſe. 


Conſideration Third. 


Hum the Toleration and Protection that is pleaded 
fer, and allowed to many e Errors and Here- 


tes. 


- 


to take Care, not only of theſe Things that 
do belong unto Righteouſmeſs, and concern 
the Civil Peace, and natural Life of Man, but alfo 
of the Things that concern Religion; and do' reſpect 
the Glory of Go p, and the Good of Souls: And 


that in Subordination to theſe 


Impediments and Obſtructions as do hinder the ſame, . 


T* the Civil Magiſtrate is appointed of Gop 


Ends, ſuch outward 


- ought by him to be removed out of the way, and not 
to be tolerated in a Chriſtian Common-weatith ; Is a 
Truth ſo clearly ſet down in the Scriptures, and. ſo 
fully confirmed in the writings of Diyines, and io 
plainly and ſolemnly engaged unto in the Solemn 


League and Covenant, that it were needleſs for me to 


inſiſt upon the Proof thereof: 


Neither is this my 


Purpoſe, if any do defire to furniſh themſelves with 
Scripture and Reaſon, -in theſe Things, they will find 


ſomewhat for their Help in the former Teſtimony, 


and in the Warning and Teſtimony of the Reverend 
Presbytery of Edinbu 2%, latey emitted againſt that 
ſinful and unſeaſonable Petition of ſome of our un- 


happy Country-men to the Parliament of England: 
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That which we have to lament, is, That mah 
ſtanding the clear Light of the Scriptures, and that 
Reaſon both Divine and Humane, do ſtrongly plead 
the contrary, and that theſe Nations are ſolemnly 
engaged by the publick Vows of GOD upon them, 
without reſpect of Perſons, to endeavour the extir- 
pation of Popery, Prelacy, Superſtition, Hereſie, 
Schiſin, Prefancneſs ; and whatſoever ſhall be found 
contrary to ſound Doctrine, and to the Power of 
Godlineſs: Yet a very vaſt Toleration is not only 
pleaded for, and promoted by many, but alſo framed 


into a Law ; by which, Protection and Egcourage- 
ment, is allowed uato many groſs Errors and Here- 
ſies, thar do not only deny and deſtroy many of the 
beautiful Superſtructures, but do alſo ſtrike at not a 


few of the Corner-ſtones, and chief Foundations 
of Chriſtian Religion, which doth miniſter fingular 


Advantage to the Spirit of Deluſion, for ſtrengthning 


and ſpreading of it ſelf, unto the corrupting of the 


Truth of God, and ſubverting f Souls. The cor- 


rupt Nature of Man, is of it ſelf nod fertile of vain 


Imaginations, and moſt prone to carnal Liberty, and 


to tranſgreſs the Bounds, and remove the Land- 


marks, that are ſet unto it of God; ſo that even 


when bet and hemmed in with the Rail of his 


Law, and with the outmoſt Extent of the Care and 
Ditigence, and Faithfulneſs, and Zeal, both of Spi- 


ritual and Civil Rulers, it can hardly be kept from 
debording into many groſs Extravagancies in the things 
of God, and from turning into its Courſe, as the 


Horſe ruſheth into the Battle: What then can be 
expected, when not only the Yoke is taken off its 


Jaws, but that it is alſo foſtered upon the Breaſts, 
and dandled unon the Knees of Protection, and Coun- 
tenance and Encouragement, and ſuffered to grow up 
under the warm Shadow of Civil Authority; but that 


the 


carried away of the Flood? Let us but a little 
6 conſider, what hath been the Fruits of ſuch Toleration 
in theſe Churches and States where it hath got footing. 


World, in which Men being left to themſelves in the 


| Neither ſhall I ſpeak of the Condition of Religion, in 


| of Fudah, whether through Negligence or want of 


| ons, did quickly ſpread themſelves over the Face of 


%:. 

che Fannie of the * Deep ſhall be combs up, 
and Overflow the Face of the whole Land; when 
Satan is looſed out of his Priſon, ſhall he not deteive 
the Nations? and when the Serpent's Bands are taken 
off, ſhall he not caſt out of his Mouth Water as a 
F 00d after the Woman, that he may cauſe her to be 


I ſhall not go ſo far back as to the firſt Ages of the 


things of God, profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they 
became Fools, and changed the Glory of the incorruptible 
God, into an Image made like to corruptible Man, and 
to Bi rde, and four footed Beaſts, and creeping things. 


ſome Proteſtant States beyond Sea, in which Tolera- \ 
tion is allowed; but I defire it to be conſidered : 

1. How it fared with the Church of Judah in theſe. - 
Periods of Time, when Toleration got any footing a 
therein: I ſhall not now ſtand to debate, Whether 
it was at any Time eſtabliſhed in Judah by a Law; 
but it is clear enough, that when any of the Kings 


- 


Integrity, or upon carnal and politick Conſiderati- 
ons, did not reſtrain, but tolerate falſe Prophets, 
and Idolaters, and corrupters of the Worſhip of 
Gop, and perverters of his Truth, that Idolatry, 
and the. Leprofie of manifold Errors and' Corrupti- 
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that Church and Nation, that if the LoR D had rot 
been graciouſly pleaſed to raiſe up ſome good 
Kings, who in the Zeal of God, and Conſcience of 
their Duty, did imploy their Power for deſtroyinſy 
of Idolatry and falſe Worſhip, and for making the 
People 72 ferve the Lord God of their Fathers, ac- . 
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| . 
cording to the Law, and the Teſtimony: It had 
fared no better with them, than it did with the 
Church of Hrael, or of the ten Tribes, who came 
by their finful neglect of the Things of Gop, and 
tolerating and protecting of falſe Worſhip, in a few 
Generations, to loſe the Subſtantials of Religion, 
and the 'very Face of a Church, and-of a State too. 
What fad Inſtances were of theſe things in the Days 
of Solomon, Rehoboam, Abijah, Fehoram, Ahaztah, 
Foaſh, Amaxiub, Abaz, Manaſſeh, Ammon, Feha- 
aim, &c. 2. When about the Time of the Incar- 


nation of our bleſſed - Lord, and his being on the 


Earth, ſundry Sects were tolerated in the Church 
of the Jews, did they not come at laſt to be all 
overgrown with Nettles and 'T horns, and to loſe the 
Being and Face of a Church-? It is worthy of Ob- 


- ſervation, that the Men of that Time, who were 
zealous Patrons of Toleration, were in the juſt Judg- 


ment of Gop given up to themſelves, to be zealous 


Oppoſers of the Goſpel, and to crucifie the LoRD 


of Glory. 3. It would be conſidered, what hath 
already been the ſad and dreadful Effects of this 
Toleration in theſe Nations; Is net the Glory of 
God trodden under Foot, the precious Truths of 
the Goſpel corrupted and perverted, the Ordinances 
of JESUS CHRIST contemned and cried down, 
the Government and Diſcipline of the Kirk in a 


great Meaſure overthrown, the Worſhip of Gop 


deſpiſed and profaned, the Loxy's Day miſregard- 
ed and caſten looſe, the Power of Godlineſs eaten 


- Out, and the whole Work of Reformation obſtruct- 


ed, and in many Things overturned, many Souls 


ſubverted, Popery, Libertiniſin, Superſtition, Here— 


lie, Schiſn, Scepticiſm, Atheiſm, Profaneneſs, and 
many things contrary to ſound Doctrine increaſed ? 
And if there be ſuch a growth of ſo dreadful Evils, 


LEl 


hae 
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15 x 
in ſo few Years, and whilſt that Generation is yet 
living, whom God brought back from the Borders 


Ot Babylon, (to which we were threatned to be 


carried captive under the Corruptions and Tyranny 
of the Prelates? ) And who hive ſeen the wonderful 
Works of the Lord in that great Deliverance, and 
have lifted up our Hands to Heaven, to ſwear by 
him that liveth, and reigneth for evermore, that 


5 we would endeavour the Extirpation of theſe 
Things? What is to be expected, if this Toleration 


ſhall continue, and be tranſmitted to our Poſterity, 
but Darkneſs, inſtead of Divination, and that Dark- 
neſs ſhall cover the Land, and groſs Darkneſs the 
People? 4. Let us ſuppone, that ſuch a Toleration 
were granted unto Men, in the Things that relate 
unto the Duties of Righteouſneſs, that are com- 
manded in the ſecond Table of the Law, t wit, 
that they might without Controulment of the Cie 
vil Authority, and with Aſſurance of Protection 


from the ſune, walk in theſe Things, according to 


the Dictats of their own Spirits, and Imaginations, 
and Inclinations of their own Hearts; were it poſ- 
ſible, that there could be long Peace to him that 
goes out, or to him that cometh in; or that Goods, 
or good Name, or Chaſtity, or Life, could be long pre- 
ſerved; ſhould not the whole Land in a very hort 
Time, be filled with Rapine, and Oppreſſion, and 
Violence, with Thefts and Robberies, and Slanders, 
With Fornications, Adulteries, and Inceſts, with 
Blood, and Murder, and every fort of Abominations ? 
And is there not in the Heart of Man, as great, if 
not greater Pravity, in order to the Duties of the 
firſt „Table, a8 to theſe of the ſecond Table? Na- 

ture's Light in our corrupt State, being more eclipſed 
and depraved in the one, than in the other; Can 


we then expect any better Fruit of this Toleration, 
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16 
in order to the Things of God, and that do concern 
Religion, than it would produce in reference to 
the Things of Men, and that do concern Righteouſ- 
neſs ? Upon this Account, it is, That as God hath 
revealed in his Word,. the Rule, both of Religion 


and Righteouſneſs, according to which he hath 


gotnmanded us to walk in his Matters, and in the 
Matters of Men, end not according to the Imagina- 
tions of our own Hearts, doing what ſeemeth good 
unto us in our own Eyes, either in the one, or in the 
other; ſo hath he appointed Civil Governments, 
and Magiftrates amongſt the Children of Men, that 
they might be Keepers of both Tables of his Law, 
and that by keeping of both, they might preſerve 
both Religion and Righteouſneſs, which do other- 
wiſe ( without a mighty Hand of more than or- 
dinary Providence) ſoon go, to Ruin, when Rulers 
axe not a Terror to evil Works, that are done 


- againſt both. 5. As Toleration doth bring forth 
the ſad Fruits already mentioned; ſo doth the Mo- 


ther and Daughter, both of them, provoke the Lord, 
zo give up Men to vile AMections, and tb give them 
over 16 a reprobate Mind, to do things not conve- 
ment, as appeareth from the laſt Part of the firſt 
Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans; and ſo 
bringeth at laſt — Ruin, both of Religion and 
Righteouſneſs, and Defirufion from the "Preſence 
of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power: 
All which, with many other obvious Conſiderations, 
that would be tedious to inſiſt upon, may make it 
evident to ſuch, as will impartially and without pre- 
Judice, weigh "the ſamine in the Balance of the 
Lord's Sanctuary, and of Reaſon and Experience; 
that as the Spirit of Error and Delafion hath fin- 
gular AGTANge, ſo Religion is ,in eminent Hazard 
thereby, 


Con- 


D and Diſeaſes, whether natural or mo- 
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Conſideration Fourth. - 


From the Iencrance, Unfruitfulneſs, Inſtability, Lonſe- 


neſs, and Profanity, that do abound in the Land 
at this Time, * | „ 


5 


ral, or ſpiritual, are more or leſs to be 

feared, according to the Weakneſs or 
Strength, the Diſpoſition or Indiſpoſition of the Ob- 
jet about which they are converſant, to reſiſt or 
to receive the ſame, as weak, and ill complexioned 
Bodies are readily obnoxious to Sickneſs, and 
do ſoon receive Infection, and unwiſe, and unvigi- 
lant States are eaſily deceived, and ſoon broken, and 
put into Confuſion z So ignorant, or unſtable, . or 
carnal, or profane Souls, do eaſily become a Prey to 
Temptations, whither in the Matter of their Pro- 
feſſion, or of their Converſation ; their Ignorance 


and want of Watchfulneſs, rendring them blind, as 


to the diſcovering of the Snare; and their want of 
ſpiritual Life and Strength, rendring them impo- 
tent and indiſpoſed, as to the avoiding and reſiſting 
of it; and their Inſtability and Looſeneſs inclining 
and diſpoſing them to tamper, and dally with it: 
By which it cometh to paſs, that they are eaſily 
and often intangled, eſpecially in a Time of abound- 


Ing Temptations; yea, it is righteous with the 


Lord, becauſe they do not like to retain him in 
their Knowledge, to give them up to a Mind 
void of Judgment; and þecauſe they receive not 
the love of the Truth, to ſend them ftrong De 
lufton, to believe a Lie: Hence it was, that the 
| + | | World 
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World in older Times, both before and after the 


Flood, came to be drowned in groſs Superſtition, 
and abominable Idolatry, and that a great Part of 
the Chriſtian Church in latter Ages, came to he 
drowned in Mahwmetaniſm and Popery. Now, if we 
ſhall look through the Breadth of our Land, may 
we not find, that there are Multitudes of- ignorant 
Souls, who do ſcarce know the fiſt and moſt com- 
mon Principles of Chriſtian Religion, much leſs, 


have they their Senſes exerciſed in the Knowledge 


of the Truth, and of the holy Scriptures, which 
are the Ground thereof? And how many do fit down 
fatisfied with a very ſmall Meaſure of Knowledge, 
taking many precious and neceflary Truths upon 
meer Tradition from their Anceſtors and Teachers, 
without ſearching the Scriptures, whither theſe 
Things be ſo, that they may attain in themſelves a 
warrantable and well grounded Perſwaſion thereof? 
By which it cometh to paſs, that ſundry ſuch meet- 
ing with Deceivers, come to be ſoon ſhaken in their 
Minds. Be there not alſo many ſimple and un- 
ſtable Souls, who are as Reeds ſhaken with the Wind, 
and apt to be driven to and fro with every Wind of 


Doctrine? And be there not many luke-warm and 


indifferent, and of a carnally politick Spirit, who 
care for none of theſe Things? Be there not many 
Looſe and Profane, all which are apt to caſt off the 


Profeſſion of the Truth, and to be eaſily ſeduced 


and drawn away into Error? Becauſe, though hap- 
ly, many ſuch do not much regard, either Truth 
or Error; yet When Error is like to prevail, and 
come in Reputation, and the owning thereof to be 
attended with carnal or civil Advantages, they can 
eaſily be induced to ſhape their Garments, and wear 
their Cloaths, according to the Faſhion of the Time: 
Yea; their tarnal ind; which is Enmity to God, is 
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of this Land; yet, there being amoygſt the Body of 
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to caſt off the Yoke thereof, which they are eaſily 
perſwaded to do, when there i 18 nothing O0 hinder 
it, but naked Reſpect to the Truth it ſelf: Every. 
Man in ſome Senſe naturally is a Heretick, having the: 
Seeds of Error in his Soul, and an AStitude and In- 


clination to'bring forth theſe bitter Grapes of Worm- 


wood, and of Gall; and the more that he liveth in 
F ormality, and Hypocriſy,” and Looſeneſs, theſe 
Seeds do in the common Body of Sin, that is in him, 
receive the more Increaſe and Strength, and become 
the more apt to bring forth their own native Fruit: 
There is alſo, no doubt, a great fibneſs between 


Errors of Judgment, and Looſeneſs of Converſati- 
on, and an eaſie Paſſage from the one to the other; 


a Heretick is eafily made vicious and profane, and 
a vicious and profane Man, is eaſily made a Here- 
tick; a great Part of the Chriſtian World firſt 
turned. formal, and carnal, then Arrian and M- 


Aorian, &c. and in the end Mabumetan: Do we 


not ſee that Looſeneſs and Profanity in the Conver- 
fation of ſundry, doth eafily uſher in Popery in 
their Profeſſion, but much more fwiftly do ſuch 
Men by ſwarms, decline from the Truth, and im- 
brace Errors, when to their natural Inclindiien and 
corrupt Diſpoſition, temporary Advantages or Difad- 
vantages, the Countenance or Diſreſpect, the Com- 
mand or Threatning of Civil Authority, cometh 


to be ſuperadded ? Hence it is, that the bulk of ſun- 


dry People and Nations, have after their receiving and 
re of the Truth, ſometimes ſuddenly ſhaken 

it off again, and .turned afide into Errors, whereof 
we” have many Inſtances, both in Sacred and in 
Church-ſtory. Therefore albeit the Truth; is ſor 
the preſent profeſſed in Purity by the Inhabitants 


the 


Y 
alſo Enmity to his Truth, and doth diſpoſe them 


* 
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f the People, ſuch a Multitude of ignorant, luke. to th 


warm, unſtable looſe Souls, Who have lived and 
grown up in theſe Sins for many Years together, un- 
der the Light of the Goſpel, as they may be eaſily 
made a Prey to the Temptations unto Error and 

Deluſion, that do already abound amongſt us; ſo 
there is juſt Cauſe to fear, that if the Lord fhall for 
the further Puniſhment of our Provocations, give us 
up into the Hand of a Popiſh or Heretical Power, 
who ſhould joyn their Profefſion by a Law, that 

many ſuch would ſoon turn Popiſh or Heretical : And 
whither this may not be our Lot to be exerciſed with 
ſuch a Trial, J leave it to wiſe Men to judge. 


# 


From the great Decay of a true publick Spirit, and 
of Diligence, and Zeal, and Watchfulneſs in the 
Things of God, and from the great Increaſe of a 
Spirit of Sloth, and Neutrality, and Security a- 
mongſt us. | 


Hough in the Things of God it be eminent- 
ly true, that except the Lord build the Houſe, 
the builder buildeth in vain; except the Lord 

keep the City, the Watchmen watcheth in vain; yet 
doth he call upon, and command his People to be zeal- 


dus for his Houſe, and to be faithful and watchful in 


the Things that relate thereunto ; the Bleſſing is his, 
and the Duty is ours: And as it's a token for good, when 


his People are cordial and active for his Intereſts, ſo it's 


a prognoſtick of ruin and decay, when they become 
Beutral and indifferent, and deal with a ſlack Hand, and 
wax ſecure in the midſt of Dangers: In ſpeaking 

| 10 
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te. |, to this, It is not my Purpoſe to charge Backſliding 


nd 
n- 
ly 
nd 
ſo 
or 
US 


* Tk 


upon any Party or Perſon. in the Land, upon the 
account of publick Differences, I. think, that with- 


out reflecting upon theſe, or giving Offence to any 


that are concerned therein, upon one Hand or ano- 
ther, that taking the Body of this Church complex- 
ly, it may be truly ſaid, that there is a great Decay 
of a true public Spirit, and of former Integrity, 
and Diligence, and Zeal, and watchfulneſs for the 
things of God amoneſt us, ahd that no Party is 
ſo unſenſible of their own Guilt, or ſo Tenacious 


of their own Innocency, that they will deny this: 


I do not ſpeak as to appearing, nor acting in civil 
Capacities, the Lord having broke our civil Govern⸗ 


ment to Pieces, and caſten by our Governors as 


broken Veſſels, whereof he maketh no Uſe for the 
Defence and Preſervation of Religion, but what a 
Decay is upon us, as to. many of theſe things that 
do beſeem us as Chriſtians, eſpecially in ſuch an 
Hour of Temptation ; and when the publick Cauſe 
of God, and all the precious Intereſts of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of his Kingdom, are in ſo eminent Haz- 
ard. It is true that every Man hath his Gifts and 
Station aſſigned him of God, according to the 
Meaſure and Bounds of which, without over- 
reaching, (a thing too common in theſe evil Days) 


he is to demean himſelf: But it is alſo true, 


that all of us being Members of the Body of Chriſt, 
and having an Intereſt in the things that concern 
his Kingdom, we ought to be ſo far of publick 


Spirits, as not only cordially to wiſh well unto, 


and pray for the Body and common Intereſts there- 


of, but alſo according to the Talents we have re- 


ccived of him, and in our Station, and as we are 


thereunto called of God, to put forth our ſelves 
E chear- 
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chearfully and actively for the Good of the ſame; 
whither by domg or ſuffering. The publick Cauſe 
and Work of God was wont to be precious and 
dear unto us; and the Trime was when no Pains, 
nor Expence, nor Hazard. was declined, for pre- 
ſerving, or promoving thereof: We were wont 
to ſtir up our ſelves, and to ſtir up one another, 
and to wreitle with God in Prayer and Supplication 
together and a part, for ſetting up of Feru/alem 
and making her a Praiſe in the Earth. The Time 
Was, When upon the appearing of any Danger to 
Religion, though haply but afar off, and far in- 


feriour to many Dangers that are now within our 


Bowels, ſeaſonable and clear Warning was given 


thereof, by the Body of the Watch-men in the 
Land, and many piivate Chriſtians made it their 


Work to deal ſeruſly with God in the ſecret 
Watches of the Night, for preventing of the ſo1ne, 
and many were-f6und of every Rank and Condition 
throughout the Land, who did readily put forth 


themielves in their Stations and Calling, to prevent 


future, and remove preſent Prejudices to Religion. 
The Time was, when the things of God were mote 
minded and ſcught, than our own things, his Mat- 
ters vere wont to have the Preference in, all publick 
Councils and Tran ſactions amonęſt us, and as pub- 


lick Motions and Over tures did tend to the promov- 
ing or prejudicing of the things of God; ſo they 


were went to be entertaied or rejected, in publick 


Mectings; civil Interefts were wont to be carricd 


on in Subordination 20 theſe that are ipiritual, our 
own Safety and Scgurity was wont to be minded, 
in Subordination to the Safcty and Security of Religi- 
on, and of the Kingdom of jeſus Chriſt; but row 
fuch a publick and tender, and vigilant Spirit is in a 

| > great! 
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1 great Meaſure gone from amongſt us, and in | Held 
thereof, Neutrality, and Indifferency, and carnal Se- 


f curity poſſeſſeth many, as to what concerneth Re- 

„ ligion and the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt; and to 

+ many it ſeemeth to be but of ſmall Concernment, 

| whether the Lord's Matters fink or ſwim; many 

| feck their own things, and ſtudy to ſecure them- 

1 ſelves; and their own Matters, but few ſeek the 
R things of Jeſus Chriſt, or care for the preſervirig 

or the ſecuring of his Intereſt: Ts it not for a La- 


mentation that in the publick Meetings which have 
been kept in the ſeveral Shires. of this Nation, theſe 
eight or nine Years paſt, There hath been little 
or no Care, or Reſentment of Religion, or of 
the Work of God, but theſe things have been 
in a great Meaſure forgotten or laid afide; as if 
we were not a People devoted to the Lord; Or, 
as if Religion were nothing of our Concernment : 
FN, - as if all that Care did belong to Miniſters 
only: To theſe it is indeed in a ſpecial way in- 
cumbent to take Care thereof; and would to 
God, that all of us who bear that Name, did 
endeavour to be faithful and vigilant in this Hour 
of Tentation: There is no doubt, but we, e- 
ven we alſo, We our own Faintings and Failings as 
to many things that are called for, in ſuch a Day, 
and that our Breaches have both weakned our 
| ſelves, and blunted and ſtumbled others: But ſure- — 
ly neither all the Fault, nor all the Duty is ours 
only. As the ſeveral Ranks and Eſtates of the Land 
were honoured of God to be eminently inſtrumen- 
| tal, both in the Beginning, and Progreſs gf the 
WW ork of Reformation, for ſundry Years together, 
ſo there. is no Queſtion, but it is Mill incumbent to 
them in Duty, in their ſeveral Stations and Callings, 
according to the Oath of God in the Covenant, 
E 2 : Really. | 
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| Really, conſtantly, and fincerely, all the Days of 
their Life, to endeavour the Preſervation of the re- 

formed Religion in the Church of Scotland, in 6 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government 
and not to give themſelves over to Indifferency © 
and Neutrality thereanent, or to give themſelves to | 4 
be poſſeſſed with a Spirit of carnal Security, and | 
Negligence, in Reference thereto. I do not doubt, * \ 
but the Conſcience and Care of their Duty, is upon 
4 the Hearts of ſome of all Ranks in the Land : But 
4 who can deny, that a Spirit of Security and Neutra- Þ 
. üty hath prevailed upon many: Fleſh and Blood, ¶ that b 
" and carnal Wiſdom, will not want Excuſes in theſe Þ the / 


Matters; But if we {hall enter into the Sanctuary ] fon ar 
of the Lord, and weigh it in his Balance, it can- divide: 
not be. excuſed, that the Covenant and Cauſe of Þ theſe 
God, that Religion and the Intereſts of Jeſus I ſhall 1 
Chrift ſhould be ſo much forgotten and laid aſide, ment, 
and that there ſhould be ſo ſmall Reſentment of the Influe 
Injuries that are done thereunto; and that no ſecu- Þ times 
rity, nor Remedy againſt the Encroachments that God 
are made thereupon, and the Dangers that threaten Þ up or 
the ſame, ſhould be ſo much as propounded; or nors, 
defired. How far is this from that which we were | Endea 
once at, and is there not Cauſe to fear, that be- Endea 
cauſe of this Luke-warmneſs, God fnall ſpue us ing of 
out of his Mouth, as he threatneth to do unto the Þ or ch 
Church of Lacdicca, becauſe ſhe was neither hot thoſe 
nor cold, but Luke-warm in the Matters of God, Þ amon: 
Rev. il. 16. | wit, t 

and t 
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 Confideration Sixth. 


Fw the Diviſions that are among/? 15. 


luſion, I cannot overpaſs our Diviſions, 
that being a Danger that is none of the ſmalleſt - It is 
the Affertion of our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, which Rea- 


= and Experience doth verify, that a Kingdom 
divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand ; and how ſad are 


theſe Diviſions which are in Scotland at this day, I 
ſhall not inſiſt on theſe that do concern Civil Go- 
ment, which yet (where ever they are) have no ſmall 


Influence upon things religious; Men being often- 


times apt to follow that way, even in the things of 


| God, that ſeemeth moſt to contribute for ſetting | 


up or ſettling theſe Civil Governments and Gover- 
nors, which their Hearts did moſt affect, and their 


Endeavours thereanent, together with the reciprocal 
Endeavours of theſe Governors; themſelves hav- 


ing oftentimes no ſmall Tendency unto the altering 


or Changing ſomewhat in Religion; but waving 
thoſe things, Is there not Difference and Diviſion 
amongſt us, even in order to things Religious? To 
| wit, the Diſcipline and Government of the Church, 


and the Covenant, and a great Part of the _ate 
Work of Reformation, Sc. It is true, there hath 
been external Subjection in theſe things by the 
| Body of the Inhabitants of this Land, but it were 
to ſhut our Eyes, and to befool our ſelves in the 
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H1iLsT I am ſpeaking of theſe Dan - 
gers that are inteſtine, "and do Miniſter 
Advantage to the Spirit of Error and De- 
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—— — - = 
— 2 


; 
. 
1 
zh 
1 
* 
1 
$, 
{3 
f 
4 
A 
— 
P 
"$144 
1 
r 
i 
+I * 
+ 
* 
i 
* 
17 
19 
4 
d 1 
(| 
44 
. 
Ty 
. 
4 
bo q 4 
77 
I. 
1 7 
N. 
1 
l 
| 
E. 
11 


26 
clear Day, to think, that all theſe who did exter- 
nally ſubject themſelves thereunto, before the Year 
1650. do now approve thereof ; the Practiſes and 
Profeſſipns of many, witneſſing the contrary; ſome 
being openly fallen off to Hudependency, ſome to 
Anabaptiſis, ſome to Quakeriſm; and many being 
fraughted with the old Malignant Enmity againff 


ihe Covenant, and the Work of Reformation, and 
the Diſcipline, and the Government of the Church, 
ſpeaking evil of, and reproaching theſe Things at 


their Pleafure, and making it manifeſt, that they 


would be glad of any Means and Opportunity to 


bear down "and overturn the ſame; and how {ad 


are theſe Diviſions that are amongſt us of the Mini- | 
ſtry! ? How are the Watchmen, who ought to ſee 
with one Eye, and to ſpeak with one Tongue, and to 


bear with one Shoulder, divided amongſt them- 


.felves? It is not my Purpoſe at preſent to diſcover 
the Fountain of this Evil, or to impute the Guilt 
thereof to one rather than to another: Neither do 


I mcan from the bad Conſequents of our Diviſi- 
ons, to debate Innocency and Truth into Silence, or 
to perſwade to an Union upon any Terms, though 


with the Increaſe of our Sin againſt God, and with Þ 


the greater Prejudice of his Work, and. with 
more "Of: !Nce to the Conſciences of theſe that are 
truly tender and godly, but fimply to hold forth, 
that the Diviſion doth in many Reſpects, threaten 
Danger to Religion, and the Ordinances of Jeſus 


Chriſt amoneſt us, that ſo the true Cauſes and right 


Cure thereof may be ſearched into, and ſtudied. 
I. It giveth Advantage to Adverſaries to caſt Slan- 
ders and Imputations upon our Church, and the 


Government thereof, as having (if they may be 


believed ) little or nothing of tha at Unity and 
Peace, and Love; ch at becometh the true Church, 
and 


62. 

and Paſtors of Jeſus Chriſt. 2. It doth -hy 1 
ſtumbling Block in the Way, not only of ignorant 
and carnal, and profane Men, to make them caſt at 
Religion and Reformation, but alſo of ſome leſs 
knowing, and weak amongſt the Godly, who are 
brought. to doubt, which Way to follow, whilſt they 
ſee ſome Learned and Godly Minitters pleading for 
one Thing, and others alle Learned and ' Godly 
pleading for another. 3. It doth much harden and 
confirm ſuch of that Party in the Land, who fotmeriy 
oppoſed the Work of Reformation, and do re- 
tain their Enmity | thereto, that it is not a Work 
that hath been of God, as having no conſiſtence, nor 
concord with it ſelf, but like to pull down and 
deſtroy it ſelf by the Diviſions that are amongſt the 

chief Inſtruments thereof. 4. It doth divert the 
Judicatories of- the Kirk, and the Members there- 
of, from imploying themſelves againſt the com- 
mon Adverfaries, and promoting the Exerciſes and 
Power of Godlineſs. 5. It maketh Diicipline 
and Church-Cenſures ſundry Times to be miſre- 
garde, as not proceeding from Pre:byteries and 
Synods . jointly, but oftentimes in a divided way. 
6. It breedeth ſundry Inconveniencies in the plant- 


we of Churches, ſometimes obſtructing the Planta- 
tion for ſundry Years together, ſometimes plant- 


ing them with Men not fatisfyingly qualified, ſome- 
times making two difering Plantations in one Con- 
gregation, by which, both the Miniſters and the 
People come to be divided, or the diſlatisfied Party, 
if they cannot win at a Miniſter, to be caſten looſe, 
and left without a Miniſtry, and the Benefit of the 
publick Ordinances. 7. The Door is thereby ſhut 
ſundry Times, againſt ſundry able and Godly Ex- 
pectants, who are thereby kept from entring into 
the Miniſtry. 8. Advantage is thereby given to 
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diſlaffected People in ſome Congregations, to ſepa- 


rate and withdraw from their own lawful Paſtors, 
and either to caſt themſelves looſe of the Ordi- 


nances, or elſe to call and ſet up others in an inorder- 
ly way. 9. It doth retard and obſtruct the purging 
of the Church from . inſufficient and ſcandalous Mi- 
niſters and Elders, which do ſhelter themſelves, and 
are taken but too little notice of, under theſe Dif- 
ferences and Diviſions. 10. It doth occafion Men 
in the Heat of their Debates, anent theſe Differ- 
ences, to run too far upon the afferting and vent- 


ing of Things for the Defence of their own Opinions 
and Judgments, that may prove Seeds and Inlets to 


Tenets and Evils that are of greater and more dan- 
gerous Conſequence. 11. It doth in no ſmall Mea- 
ture alienate the Minds, and eſtrange the Hearts and 
Aﬀections of good Men one from another, and 
weaken them in their Prayers before G o one 
for another, and in that Confidence and Cordial- 


neſs that they ſhould have in their joynt carry- 


ing on of common and uncontroverted Duties; 
all which, as they are preſent Prejudices to Religion 
and the Work of G'oD; ſo being continued, are 


like to prove more and more dangerous and de- 


ſtructive thereunto. 


p - = m_—_—— 


Conſideration Seventh. 


From the Attempts and Aſſauits that are made by 
many upon the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt. 


8 this inferior World without the Light of 

the Sun, would be but a Maſs of Darkneſs 
and Confuſion, fo would the Church Mili- 

oo _. tant 


tant without Ordinances ; and as Food is neceffary 


for preſerving of the Life of the Body, ſo hath | 
Gop appointed, that in our Pilgrim Condition 


here below, the Souls Life ſhould depend upon the 
Uſe of his Ordinances : What is Religion but a 
conſciencious worſhipping of G o p, after the Man- 
ner, and in the Uſe of the Ordinances preſcribed 
by himſelf? And yet 1 do not know, if in any Ge- 


neration the Ordinances of Go p have been more 


directly ſtruck at, than they are by many in theſe 


Nations at this Day: I ſhall paſs that fanatick Ge- 


neration of Familiſie, that cry down all Worſhip 
and Ordinances, as Things below a Saints Condition, 


ſundry of which as wandring Stars be travelling 


up and down theſe Lands: But let us a little con- 
fider what Attempts and Afſaults are made by many 
againſt the Word of Gop, and the preaching thereof, 


* ' againſt the Sacraments, againſt the Lorp's Day, 


againſt the Miniſtry, and againſt the Diſcipline 
and Government of the Church ; which Things are 
the very Pillars of Religion, that being deſtroyed, 
Religion cannot but evaniſh and turn into nothing. 
As to the holy Word of Go p cantained in the 
Scriptures of Truth; There be not only ſundry Fe- 
fuites and Seminary-Prięſis lurking in ſundry Places 
of the Land, who cry down the Perfection and Au- 


thority of the Scriptures, and the reading "thereof 


in our vulgar Tongue, and the Bibles which are in 
Peoples Hands, as falſe, and corrupt, and heretical 
Tranſlations, and do commend unto them the Au- 


thority of the Church of Rome, and her Fraditions, 


for the Ground of Salvation, and the old Latin 
Verſion for the authentick Text of the Scripture, 


and the Bible of Dotuay for the beſt and pureſt Eug- 
1/4 Verhon, and all our publick Worſhip as ch] . 


rupt; but we have, alſo the whole Tribe of the 
Lugkers concurring and conſpiring to the outmoſt 
of 
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of their Power, to cry down the Divinity and Au- 


thority of the written Word of Gop, and to per- 


Wade ſuch as will believe them, that the Scrip- 
tures have no Authority aver Mens Conſciences, and 
that no Command in Scripture that was given to 
others, doth bind us, ſave what we have an Impulſe 
upon our own Spirits for, and that every Man in 
the World hath a Light within him, ſufficient to 
guide him unto Salvation, without the help of an 

outward Light or Diſcovery, and that the Dictats 


of this inward Light, are the infallible Dictats of the 


Spirit of Go D, which every one is bound to 
hearken unto. This, as it is one of the moſt im- 


pudent, ſo it is one of the moſt compendious ways 
that ever was taken by Satan, for ſtriking at the 


Root of Chriſtian Religion, and baniſhing of it 
out of the World, If the Sccriptures be not the 
Word of God, what have we for the Ground of our 


Faith, and Rule oſ our Duty? The Light that is 


within us, when not derived from, and founded 
upon, and agreeable unto the Law and the Teſti- 


— is but Darkneſs, and leadeth us, unto as many 


By-paths of Diviſion and Deſtruction, as our cor- 


.. Tupt Fancy can deviie, or the Father of Lies ſuggeſt 


unto us: Neither are theſe Men any greater F riends 
to the Sacraments inſtituted and appointed by Jeſus 


Chriſt under the Goſpel, they cry down Baptiſm 


with Water, and the Lord's Supper, as being but 
Types and Shadows ceaſing upon the Appearance 
of Chriſt within them. Ihe Anabaprijls alſo, tho 
they do not himply deny nor oppugn the Ordi- 
nance of Baptitm, yet by denying and oppugn- 
ing the Baptiſm of Infants, born within the vi- 
ſible Church, they do not only at one Dain Un- 
baptize and Un- Church all the Thouſands of our 


 Jirae!, but do alſo leave our Childten and Poſteri- 


ty, in regard of any Covenant-P Page, or Seal, 
1 
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31 
in little or no better Condition, than theſe of Infi- 


dels or Pagans; and how prevailing an Opinion and 


Party this is in theſe Nations at this Day, is manifeſt 
enough. The Lord's Day, tho” a Moral and Di- 
vine Inftitution, and generally acknowledged in the 
Churches of Chriſt, to be the Key of Religion, and 


that Ordinance which keepeth all the reft in Life and 


Being, by ſeparating us one Day of every Week from 


the World and worldly Bufimeſſes, to be ſolemnly. 


ſet apart and exerciſed in religious Duties, chiefly 


theſe that concern the publick Worlhip of God, in 


the publick Aſſemblies of his People; yet is by many 
of the Sectaries of this Time, alſo cried down, 
and the keeping thereof, flighted and oppoſed, 


which being added to that atdral N 


Enmity that is in the Hearts of all carnal and pro- 
fane Men, ( the Number of which in all Quarters of 
our Land is not ſmall ) unto the giving or keeping 
a Day unto the Lord, threatens no ſmall Danger un- 


to this moſt neceflary and divine Inſtitution, and to 


the whole publick Worſhip of God. What is more 
like to take with Worldly- god Men, and wanton 
Perſons, and carnal Libertines, than this, That all 
Days are alike, and that the Lords Day is but a Device 


of teri, aad a Yoke, and a Bondage upon the Necks 


of the Diſciples, from which they ought to'deliver 
themſelves ? I his being one of the T1 hings which 
carnal Hearts do moſt detire and hunt after: When 
carnal Liberty gettetn Conſcience upon its Side, and 


carnal and licentious Practiſes get under the Sha- 


dow of religious Opinions, they do then wax bold 
as Lions, and tear in Pieces the precious Truths and 
Commandments of God, that ſtand in their way; and 
thus it is like to prove in the Matter of the Lord's 
Day. And not only are Miniſters had in Deriſion, and 
Contempt, and raifed upon, and rev iled as Deceivers, 
F hieves, Robbers, Baal s Prieſts, Con } jurers, Antichr iſts, 


Witches, 
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Witches, Devils, Symon's Serpents, bloody Herodians, 
Scarlet-coloured Beaſts, Babylon's Merchants, Wolves, 
Dogs, Swine, Sodomites, Murders; Miniſters of Dark- 
neſs, curſed Speakers, Cain's Stock, Vagabonds, who 
walk in the way of Cain, Balaam and Core, and what 
not, that a malicious Heart can invent, and a vio- 
lent Tongue utter; but the Ordinance of the Mi- 
niſtry it ſelf is alſo cried down, as altogether need- 
leſs, and burdenſome to the Lord's People under 
the Goſpel, who (if ſome of theſe Men may be 
believed) have no need of any outward teaching, 
by reading or hearing the Scriptures, opened or 
applied, that Light within them being, ſufficient to 
teach them in the Knowledge of the Will of God; 


As to all theſe Things that concern their Duty and 


Salvation, or as others of theſe Men will have it, 
all of them are warranted to be Teachers them- 
ſelves, and that a peculiar Office of a Teaching or 
Preaching Miniſtry, is no Ordinance of Chriſt ; Or, 
if any ſuch be, that they are not to be by any me- 
diate Call from Man, but by an immediate Call 
from God, and the peculiar Inſtinct of the holy 
Ghoſt. I may add to theſe Things, the general 
Diſreſpect and Ditefteem that prevaileth on the 
Hearts, and appeareth in the Carriage of diſaffected 
and profane Men, to the Miniſtry; together with 
a ſtrong Inclination that is in many, to have Mini- 
ſters according to their own Hearts, who will ſpeak 
ſmooth Things unto them, and heal their Hurt 
flightly, and that the Maintenance of Entrance to 
the Miniſtry, to which there was wont to be free 
and legal Acceſs by vertue of their Ordination, is 
now ſeized upon by the Civil Power, who do not 
Allow it to any, but upon Condition of their 


declaring their Reſolution to live peaceably under 


the preſent Government: And for the Diſcipline 


and Government of the Church, not only are the 
2 Civil 


ꝙꝙ%%%% ˙¾ . 555; ̃᷑⁵]m-ðnẽs eral a 


J . »—ͤT A A ˙ m i A - A . Ü˙ * 


Civil Laws that concern che upholding thereof, REY 
giving Obedience thereunto repealed, and Liberty 
allowed to all theſe who are pleaſed to ſpeak or 
write againſt it, or withdraw their Subjection there- 
from ; but other Sorts alſo of Kirk Diſcipline and 
Government that are deſtructive thereunto, are ſet 
up and promoted, and protected, and countenanced 
amongſt us. Theſe Things being ſo, is it not paſt 
all Queſtion, that the Pillars of Relivion, which is 
Wiidom's Houle, are in Hazard to be overthrown 
by the malicious and ſubtile Devices of Satan? And 
that it is high Time for us to awake, and ſee our 
Danger, leſt, &er we be aware, we be ſpoiled of the 
precious Treaſure of the Goſpel, and bleſſed Or- 
dinances of Jeſus Chriſt, by which we live, and i in 
which is the Life of our Souls. 


"_ ' 


Danger Eight. 5 


Bum the. Growth and Increaſe of Papery in the Land: 


Years paſt, ** a ſpecial Eye upon Britain, 

| and upon this Nation as a Part thereof, for 
reducing the ſame into the Obedience of the See of 
Rome, is better known than that I need to inſiſt upon 
the Proof of it; and therefore hath he always had 
his Emiſlaries the Feſuites, and Semimnary-Priej7s, tra- 
velling up and down in this Iſland, under diverſe. 
Macks, for perverting of Souls, and letting Plots and 
Conſpiracies on Foot, for compaſſing that Deſign. 
How much their Hopes were heightned, and in 
what a fair way they were for bringing it about, be- 
fore the Year 1638. is freſh in Remembrance; And 


altbo' theſe Hopes were in a great Meaſure blaſt- 
ed 


T Hat the Pope and his. Party hath theſe many. 
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ed by the Reformation, then begun in Scotland, and 
proſperouſly carried on in both Nations for ſundry 
Years thereafter; yet are they now again revived 


under our preſent Diſtempers and Confuſions, which 


(eſpccially by Reafon of the vaſt Toleration of Er- 
rors and Hereſies, of which I have already ſpoke ) 


do miniſter unto Papiſts great and ſingular Advan- 


tages, for promoting and compaſling their Deſign. 
Not only is Liberty afforded them to vent moſt 


part of the Popiſh Doctrine, (which keeping of the 


Pope's Supremacy, and the Popiſh Hierarchy, with 
ſome other Things of that kind, they may do with- 
out Hazard ) but theſe penal Statutes and Laws, 
which concern Mens coming to Church, and attend- 
ing . the Word and Sacraments, Sc. being taken 
away, they have Liberty to withdraw themſelves 
from the Ordinances and Means of Conviction, and 
Inſtruction, and may keep their own private Meet- 
ings with their ghoſtly Fathers. at Home, without 
Regard to the Cenſures of the Church; and in the 
mean while Feſuites and Seminary-Priefts, come not 


a few of them into the Country, and do import, or 


cauſe to be imported, Numbers of Popiſh Pamph- 
lets, which are induſtriouſly ſpread, and put into 
the Hands of ſuch as they perceive in any Mea- 
ſure inclinable to their Way, or by Reaſon of their 
malignant Diſpoſition, to be in diſlike with the Co- 
venant, or the Government and Diſcipline of the 


Church, or any Part of the Work of Reformati- 


on, or to be Ignorant or Looſe in their Converſati- 
on: Neither are ſundry of them wanting in the 

an while; to the outmoſt of their Power, by ſub- 
tile and fair Speeches, to draw away ſuch from the 


Purity of their Proſeſſion, and to inſtill into them, 


the love of the way of the Church of Rome, as 
that which was the Religion of our Fore-fathers. 


Not a few Papiſts alſo, who had formerly left the 
Country, 
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Country, becauſe of the ſtrickneſs of the Laws, 


do now return Home again, and others who ſtaid 


at Home, and did profeſs Subjection and Conformi- 


ty to the Church, do now withdraw and openly 


avow themſelves to be Papiſts: Neither is their, 
Advantege ſmall hy the Remnant of the Malignant 


and preiftical Party, that is yet amongſt us: Theſe 
alſo having a great Enmity againſt the Covenant and 


Govern of the Church, and the Work of Re. 


formation: And there being in ſundry things a 
great Simpathy between theſe Parties, and a great 
fibneſs in their Principles and ways, and a deal of 
readineſs to correſpond together, and to counte- 
nance one another : By theſe Means, and ſuch as theſe, 
it comes to paſs, that Popery grows and ſpreads © 
in ſeveral Places of the Land from Year to Year, to 
which if we ſhall add, the Correſporidence that Pa- 
piſts have with, and the Encourazements they have 
from their Friends Abroad. together with the De- 
ſign (which hath been long a hatching) of the Po- 
piſh Leaguers beyond Sea, "their invading of Britain 
as the ſtrongeſt Bulwark of the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
that it being brought under, they may the more 
caſily make a Prey of the reſt of the Proteſtant 


Fl States and Churches, and that this Invaſion is like 


to be ſtated upon ſuch a Quarrel; and carried on 
under ſuch a Pretext as will engage the Affection and 
Aſhſtance of ſome, and blunt the Oppoſition of 
others: Do not all theſe things, put together, 
much heighten the Danger of the true Proteſtant 
Religion in Scotland. 


Dan- 
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Danger Ninth. | : 

From our Guiltineſs in many of theſe things fer which | «© 
the Lord threatneth to depart, and remove his cl 
Candlgſtich. lit 
ſic 

Have pole to ſundry Sus that do abound a- us 
mongſt us, as they do weaken the Soul, in Ve 
reliſting of Temptations, and in following of + © 

theſe Duties that are neceſſary, for preſerving i, 

of Religion in its Purity and Power, and as Inlets D: 
to diſpoſe unto things, that are contrary and deſtruc- b Pr 
tive thereunto. 1 ſhall now reſume ſome of theſe "Ip 
Sins, and add thereunto ſome others, whereof we W 01 
are in a great Meaſure guilty, ior which the LoRD ou 
threatneth to depart, and to remove his Candle- 15 


ſtick. The firſt I name, is, That groſs Ignorance F 

of the Goſpel, and of the neceſlary Truths of Gop 2 
that poſlefleth Multitudes of our Land in this F 
clear Goſpel-day, and under the Plenty of the Means ge 


of Knowledge, Is not this the Condemnation of 2 
many, That Light is come amongſt us, and that | = 
they. love Darkneſs rather than Light, the Ignorance 8 

of many is affected ard perverſe, and therefore wa 
without Excuſe: Is there not Cauſe to fear that | 7 
dreadful Word, I is a People of no Under/landing, | 5 
Therefore he that made them, will have ns Mercy on F 5 
them, and he that formed them, will eto them no : 10 
Favour, Iſa. xxvii. 11. And that of another of the 15 | 
Prophets, Be thou inſtructed, O Feruſalem, lejt my F ; 1 
Soul depart from thee, Fer. vi. 8. The ſecond, is, .. 
The abounding and prevailing Formality that is 3 
amongſt us, or a Form of Godineſs without the far 
Power thereof, becauſe of this, the LORD threatens De: 


to 


oy 


* 


J 


to ſend Deluſion, ſtrong Deluſion upon a People that 


- 


they may believe a Lie, 2 The: ii. 10, x1, 12. yea, to 
chuſe their Delufions, and bring their Fears upon 
them, Ha. Ixvi. 3, 4. And do not ſuch Delufions ſeem 
to be the proper er of theſe Nations at this time, 
choſen and ſent of & o Þ for puniſhing · our Forma» 
lity : Hath there been at any time more ſtrong Delu- 
fion, whether we look unto the Multiplicity and 
monſtrouſneſs of the Errors that are hatched and 
vented, or multitude of the Perfons that have 
come quickly to be infected therewith: This is 
doubtleſs a piece of the Hour and Power of 
Darkneſs, wherein Satan is looſed out of his 


Priſon, and is gone forth to deceive theſe Nati- 


. 


ons, and when Deluſions are choſen and ſerit of God, 


and the holy One doth in his ſpotleſs and righte- 


ous Providence, for puniſhing the Sins of Men, fay 
to the lying Spirit, who offers himſelf to be the Mi- 
niſter of enticing of Souls, go forth, and thou ſhalt 
prevail, have not all of us Reaſon to tremble and 
fear, Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed, 
leſt he fall, 1 Cor. x. 12. The third, is, Barren- 
neſs and Unfruitfulneſs under the Goſpel, for which 
the LorpDp threatens to take away the Hedge 
of his Vineyard, and it ſhall be eaten up, to break 
down the Wall thereof and it ſhall be trodden down, 
to lay it waſte, and it ſhall not be pruned nor digged, 
1/2. v. 6, 7, A Charge is given by the Maſter. of the 
Vineyard, to cut down the Fig-tree that yielded no 
Fruit for three Years, Lake xiii, 7. And the Apoſtle 


_ telleth us, That the Earth that drinketh in the Rain 


that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth no- 


thing but Thorns and Thiſiles, is rejected and near 


unto curſing, Heb. vi. 8. And is not this in an emi- 
nent Meaſure the Sin of our Land? That notwith- 
ſtanding, the Lord doth plentifully water us with the 


Dew of Heaven, and with the ſweet Rain of the Goſ> 
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pel, Day by Day, yet are we as to moſt of us, an 


empty Vine, that bringeth forth Fruit unto our | 3 7 

ſelves, but not unto God. The fourth, is, Sligh- fi 

ting and loathing, and wearying of the precious 8 

things of God, and the bleſſed Opportunities there- I is 

of, and preferring our own carnal and worldly Ad- 5 

1 vantages thereunto, for which the Lord threatens 7 
i'' that he will cauſe the Sun go down at Noon-day, and 4 
=: that he will darken the Earth in the clear-day, and ' 
4 that he will ſend a Famine of hearing the Words of 7] 


the Lo Rx D, and that his People ſhall wander from 4 
Sea to dea, and from the North even to the Eaſt, theß 


ſhall run to and fro to ſeek the Word of the Loxy, 'Þ | 

and ſhall not find it, Amos viii. 4, 5, 6, , II, 12. And Þ 

this Sin alſo reigneth amongſt us: How many loatn S 

the Ordinances, and {light the Opportunities there- | x 

of? How many weary of the Lor D's Day, and l 

| half it between GOD and the World? How is our 1 
; bleſſed Loxp Jesvs and the ineſtimable Treaſure of | ( 
1 the Goſpel valued by many at a very low Rate? ma- f 
4 | ny Time leſs than thirty pieces of Silver; that he 1 
1 may juſtly take up that ſad Complaint, A goodly price . ” 
. that [wasprized at of them, Zech. xi. 13. and break 11 


4 his Statutes and be gone. The fifth, is, refuſing to i 
4 hearken unto Go p, for which my Gop faith the g 


Prophet LZigſea, chap. ix. 17. will caſt them away: Are ks 
| we not a rebellious and gain- ſay ing People, who Rei- 0 
| ther fear the Threatnings of G O D to repent, nor en- 7] 
| tertain his Promiſes to believe, nor regard his Com- t 
| mandments, to obey ? And may not the Loxd up- © 

braid us as he did theſe Cities, wherein moſt of his N 

mighty Works were done, becauſe they repented not, ti 


and bring upon. us the Judgments and Deſolation i 2 
threatned in that Place? Matth. xi. 21, 22, 23, 24. 8 
May he not becauſe of our Unbelief, cut us off, as 1 
he did the Church of the Jews, Rom, xi. 20. doth 5 
not their Example call upon us, not to be high c 


„) ˙¼ Üg © 2 
minded, but to fear? May he not becauſe of our 


Diſobedience, and that ſo many of us do refuſe to 


ſuffer him to reign over us, paſs upon us that ſad 
Sentence that is recorded, Luke xix. 27. The fixth, 
is, That which is written as the Sin af the Prophets, 

er. vi. 14. Ezek. xiii. 10. 16, 22. Exet. xxxiv. 18, 
19, 21. Miah. iii. v. for which the Lokxp threatens 


that Night ſhall be unto them, and that they ſhall 
not have a Viſion, that it ſhall be dark unto them 


that they ſhall not divine, and that the Sun ſhall go 
down over them. I do not intend the Application 


- of this, to any upon the account. of the publick Dif- 
.* ferences, but without Reſpect to Parties, or Diffe- 
rences, it can hardly be denied, that though, bleſſed 
be Go p for it, there be in the Land many precious 


Miniſters of both Judgments, who ſtudy to- divide 
the Word of G o p aright, warning the Wicked to 
turn from the Evil of his way, and encouraging the 
Godly in the Purſuit and Practice of Godlineſs, and 
ſpeaking a word in Seaſon to weary Souls; yet there 


be not a few who heal the Hurt of the Daughter of 
the Loxp's People lightly, and do ſpeak Peace to 
theſe-to whom the LORD doth not ſpeak Peace, who 


thruſt with the Side and the Shoulder, and bite 


with the Teeth theſe who ought to be encouraged 


and comforted. It is ſadly bemoaned by the Seri- 
ous ſcekers of G O b, in many Places of the Land, 
that the Work of ſome Miniſters is not to commend 
themſelves to every Man's Confcience, as in the Sight 
of Go b, but to handle the Word of G o p deceit- 


- fully, in making ſad the Hearts of the Righteous, by 


turning the Edge and Application of their Doctrine 
againſt them, under the Notion of Hypocrites and 


Sectaries, and ſuch like, and in ftrengthning the 
Hands of the Wicked, that he ſhould not return from 


his wicked way, by promiſing him Life, by which it 


cometh to paſs, that ſundry ot the People in ſun- 
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dry Congregations, do bleſs themſelves in their F 
Hearts, and ſay, that they ſhall have Peace, though 
they walk in the Imagination of their Heart, to add 0 
Drunkenneſs to T hirſt, and that the few ſeekers of * 
Soy that are in theſe Congregations, or in the Caun- * 
try about, are looked upon by fuch, as the vileſt ang N 
moſt. hateful of Men, and their way more ſcarred 2 
be 
m 
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at, than that of the Drunkard, or the common 
Swearer; becauſe of this, there is Cauſe to fear that 

the LO R D ſhall accompliſh the Threatning of the 
Prophet, by ſending Darkneſs in ſtead of Divina- ; 
tion. The ſeventh, is, Dealing treacherouſly with -}* 
' Gow in the Matter of his Covenant, for which 1 | 
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4 the Lo RD threatneth dreadful Deſolation, Deut. 1 5 
1 XXiX. 22, 23, 24, 25. And in many Scriptures be- le 
[ | fides, which Threatnings, he bath eminently veri- 5 
4 fied againſt the Church of the Fews, who becauſe h 
| of Breach of Covenant, were caſt out of his Sight 8 
4 many hundred Years ago, and have continued in 5 

that doleful and doſolate Condition unto this Day: . 1 r 


Rey his 
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v] And are not we, even we alſo, theſe who have been 42 
i unſtedfaſt, and have dealt falſely in the Covenant of L 
. GO PDF I ſhall not deſcend into Particulars, about 7 
| which there may be Difference: But ſure J am, that 85 


if cleaving unto Gop, and cloſs walking with him and 
3 Zeal for the Kingdom of JesUs. CHRIST, and againſ(t » 
5 the open Enemies, and Adverſaries thereof, and the 
18 reforming of, our ſelves, and of our Followers, in 
ix our ſeveral Stations and Capacities, will be denied 
8 by none, to be amongſt the great Ends, whether of 
"if 

| 


our Baptiſmal Covenant, or of bur National Co- 
venant, or of the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant ; and that every tender Heart amongſt us, 
will alſo acknowledge, that moſt of us have not 
only come exceedingly, ſhort, but moſt palpably }F_ D 
and groily tranſgreſſed in order to all theſe 6 
things, in ſo far, that the very Obligation there- 

| . | | unto, 


unto, is not only forgotten, but trode under- foot 


41 ) 


of many : A Sin that is much heightned by the great- 
neſs of the LoR D's Mercies, and wondeful Works 
manifeſted and done in our Behalf, in the con- 
triving and carrying on of theſe Covenants, and 
by the Openneſs and Solemnity of our way, in en- 
gaging of our ſelves thereunto: We may ſay, that 
becauſe of the Oath of the Covenant, the Land 
mourneth, and that Go p hath a great and ſore 
Controverſy with us for this thing, and that there 
is juft Cauſe to fear, that as he hath begun, ſo he 
will continue te purſue the Quarrel thereof, until 
he bring Darkneſs and Deſolation upon us, un- 
leſs Mercy ſhall prevent us, by giving us to re- 
pent and turn again to himſelf, The eight, is, 
Forfaking of our firſt Love, for which the LoRD 
threatneth to remove the Candleftick of the 
Church of Epheſus, Revel. ii. 4. which may alſo 
breed us great Fear, that our Candleſtick ſhall be 
removed: And that upon theſe two Grounds, firſt, _ 
becauſe we have in a very great Meaſure left our firſt. 
Love, and declined from our former Attainments. 
I ſhall not compare this Generation of our Church 
with the Generation of our Fathers, I mean, theſe 
who did ſhake off the Yoke of the Roman Anti- 
chriſt, and imbrace the Light of the Goſpel, from 
Whoſe Zeal we are far degenerated; but let us 
compare our ſelves with our ſelves, I mean, what 
we are now, with what we once were, and that 
but a very few Years ago, and ſee if there be not 


| Cauſe to fay, that we have left our firſt Love. 1 


| ſhall name but a few Particulars, Firſt, There 
was iff our Love not long ago, a tender Reſpect to 


| All the precious Truths of Go p, with a fervent 


Deſire and ſerious Endeavour of attaining and poſ- 
feſſing them in their Purity, which brought forth 
a deal of holy Abhorrency, and Indignation againſt 
2 | F:4 E:E;̃ Rn 


42 
every thing that tended unto the leavening or ; 
corrupting of the ſame: What if the Toleration 
that is now amongſt us, had been but moved in 
Scotland, ſome ten Years ago? Would it have been 
bruiked with fo many cloſe Mouths, and with fo 
many dry Eyes, as it is this Day. Secondly, There | 
was in our Love a wonderful Zeal for the Privi- 1 
ledges of the Church, and of Chriſt's viſible Kingdom 
amongſt us, that theſe might not be encroached 
upon, nor born down by the Powers of the World; N 
but now+ we can hear and ſee fad Encroachments 
made upon theſe, and fay little or nothing, againſt 
it, either before Go D or Men. Thirdly, There 1 
was in our Love a great deal of Zeal againſt that 
-bitter Root of Malignancy, I mean, that which is 
ſo diametrally* oppoſite to Godlineſs, and to the 
Kingdom of Jesus CHRISTH; but now it getteth , 
leave to grow up kindly under our Shadow, and 
many are ſo favourable to it, that they will ſcarcs 
ance name it, or ſuifer it to be named. Fourth- |: 
ly, There was in our Love a holy Severity in the NF * 
Exerciſe of Church-diſcipline, for purging of the 
Houſe of Go p, eſpecially againſt corrupt and ſcan- 
dalous Church-officers; but that is now in a great | 
Meaſure flacked and gone. Fifthly, There was | 
in our Love much Chriſtian and Cordial Reſpect, 
one to another, which brought forth ſweet Union, | 
and Concord, and Harmony in the Judicato- 1 
ries of the Kirk, and amongſt the Miniſters of 
the Houſe of Go p, but now we bite and devour . 
one another, I might alſo name the abating of ; 
our Love to the Ordinances, and *to holy Duties 
and to Chriſtian-fellowſhip and Tenderneſs of con- 
verſation. But paſſing theſe, I come to the Other | 
Ground of Fear, and that is, That we ſeem to be | 
much more fallen from our firſt Love at this Day, 
than the Church of Epheſus was fallen from eee 
; Wnen 
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| when God threatned to remove her Candleſtick : Let 


us look upon the Text, and ſee what Epheſus then was, 
T know thy Works, and thy Labour, and thy Patience, 
( faith Jeſus Chriſt unto her) and how thou canſ? not 
bear them which are evil; and thou haſt tried them 


which ſay they are Apoſiles, and are not, and haſt found 


them Liars; And haſt born, and haſt Patience, and 
for my Names jake haſt laboured, and haſt not fainted. . 
Do we deſerve ſo great a Teſtimony as this? Or, are 
we not far ſhort in all theſe Things? Where are our 
Works, and where is our Labour, and Patience, and 
where is our Zeal againſt thefe that are Evil? Are we 
not a barren and fruitleſs People ? Is not our way the 


” way of the Sluggard, and full of Murmuring, and Fret- 


ting? Do we not bear with many who are Evil? and 
do we not ſuffer many to go without Trial, who ſay 
they are Paſtors, and are not? Do ve not decline the 
Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and refuſe to bear, - and labour 
for his Name? And do we not either faint, or turn 
aſide to crooked Ways? And ſhall we in all theſe 
Things fall ſo far ſhort of Epheſus, and of her Car- 


Tiage, even when the removal of her Candleſtick was 


threatned, and yet not fear the removal of our Candle- 
ſtick ? If we deal impartially with our ſelves, by con- 


 +hdering all theſe our Provocations, which I have al- 


ready named, and many more that are but too obvi- 
ous, and would be tedious to inſiſt upon, we cannot 
but be affrighted that the Lord fhall depart from a- 
mongſt us; yea, he hath in no ſmall Meaſure depart- 
ed already, and this is that to which I ſhall ſpeak 


ſomewhat in the next Place. 


. _ 
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That the Lord who is our Light, and Life, and Strength, 
75. in no ſmall Meaſure departed from us, and hath 
ſmitten us with many Plagues of Heart, 
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= i Hz Preſence and Appearances of Gon f 3 


amongſt a People, are either ſuch as do con- 
cern them ſimply, as Men united together in 
Civil Socieiy under Civil Government, in order to 
Righteouſneſs and Peace, or ſuch as concern them, as 
Chriſtian Men united in a Church- ſtate, under Eccle- 
fiaſtick and Spiritual Government, in order to Truth 
and Holineſs, Of the firſt Sort, are theſe, which are 


manifeſted in the common Operations and Effects of 


the Spirit, when he giveth unto them the Gifts of 


Knowledge, Wiſdom, Fortitude, Temperance, 
Juſtice, Courage, and ſuch like, in reference to Ci- 


vil Adminiſtrations, and bleſſeth, and proſpereth them 
in the Exerciſe thereof; So the Lord was with Cyrus, 


whoſe right Hand he did hold to ſubdue Nations be- 


fore him, -and to Jooſe the Loins of Kings, and to 
open before him the T'wo leaved Gates, &c. 1/a. 
xlv. 1, Sc. Of the other Sort, are either theſe, 
which are manifeſted in the more peculiar Operati- 
ons and Effects of his Spirit, ( which yet are but com- 
mon in Oppoſition to ſaving Grace) when he giveth 
unto his People the Gift of Propheſie, or Miniſtry, 
or Teaching, or Exhortation, or Church ruling, and 
countenanceth them in the Exettiſe thereof, for per- 
fecting of: the Saints, and edifying of the Body of 


Chriſt, Rom, xii, 6, 7. Eph. iv. 8, 11, 12. Or elſe 


theſe, which are manifeſted in the ſpecial Operations 
of his renewing Spirit, when he giveth ſanctifying 
and faving Grace, and by his continued Breathings, 
and quickning Influences thereupon, maketh his Peo- 
ple to be more and more renewed in the inward Man 
Day by Day; ſo he was with his Servant Paul, in 
the midſt of all his Tribulations and Afflictions, 
2 Cor. iv. 16, And according to the Meaſure of 
the Appearances or Withdrawings of God in theſe 
Things; fo do the Matters of his People, 8 
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Civil or Fecleſaſtck, or Spiritual, proſper. or de- 
cay, Now in reference to all theſe, G o p is in 
no ſmall Meaſure departed from amongſt us, and 


— left us under a Cloud of Deſertion, and ſmitten 
As to Civil Ad- 
miniſtrations, Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, and 


us with ſundry Plagues of Heart. 


Courage, and Strength, and Succeſs, was taken from 


us, and the Lord did ſmite us with Blindneſs, and 


Confuſion, and Aſtoniſnment, and Trembling of 
Heart; Wiſdom was not to be found with the Antient, 


nor Underſtanding and Counſel with the Prudent, he 
mingled a perverſe Spirit in the midſt of us, that 
cauſed us to err in every Work; he went not 
forth with our Armies, and therefore our Princes 


became like Harts that find no Paſture, and that 


fly without Strength before the Purſuer; and the 
Men of might did not find their Hands, but became 


like unto Women that were affrighted, and did fear, be- 


cduꝛuſe of the ſhaking of the Hand of the Lord of Hoſts, 


which he ſhook over our Land: He made all our ſtrong 


Holds to be like Fig · trees, with the firſt ripe Figs 
which fall into the Mouthof the Eater, when they are 


ſhaken, and the Gates of our Land to be ſet wide open 
to our Enemies; and his Hand was agaifiſt us, until 
he had taken away from us the mighty Man, and 
the Man of War, the Judge, and the Prudent, and 


the whole Stay of Armies, and the Staff of our 


Civil Government: Neither is his Wrath in theſe 
Things turned away, but his Hand is ſtretched out 
ſtill, Our Novles are not of our ſelves, nor do 
our Governors proceed from the midſt of us, 


but Strangers do bear Rule over us, and the Home= 


born Sons are broken as the breaking of a Potter's 
Veſlel that is broken to Pieces; ſo that there is not 
found in the burſting of it, a Sheard to take Fire 
from the Hearth, or to take Water out of the Pit: 
Neither 
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Neither is the Lord's Departure ſmall in reference 
to our Church, and Church-Adminiſtrations. He 


hath ſorely cracked, if not broken to Pieces, both 
the Staffs, the Staff of Beauty, and the Staff of 


Bands, the Unity and Authority of Paſtors, and 
of Church- Judicatories: He hath divided us in 
his Anger, and poured Contempt upon us; and 
tho' we have eſſayed to heal our Wound, and to 
recover our Strength, yet have all our Eſſays hi- 


therto, for the moſt part, been fruſtrated of the 


Loxp: Do we not come together many Times for 


the worſe, and not for the better? Is there not 


bruiſing inſtead of binding up, and much bitter 
Contention and Strife in many of our Meetings? 


Inſtead of the ſweet Fruits of an edifying Union 


and Peace, whilſt we ſhould draw in the Work of 
the Lord with one Shoulder, do not ſome draw 
one way, and others. another, rendring our En- 
deavours almoſt uſeleſs to the Church, comfort- 
leſs to our ſelves, and deſpicable to others! Hath 
not Go p in his holy and juſt Indignation, 


mingled ſomewhat of a perverſe Spirit in the midſt 


of us, and are we not full of the Fury of the Lord, 
and of the Rebuke of our God? We wait for Light, 
but behold Obſcurity, for Brightneſs, but we walk 
in Darkneſs, we grope for the. Wall like the blind, 
and we grope as if we had no Eyes, we ſtumble 
at Noon-day as in the Night, we are in deſolate 
Places as dead Men, we look for Judgment, but 
. is none, for Salvation, but it is far off from 
us. And is not the LO RD'Ss Hand alſo upon 
his Ordinances, to reſtrain and withhold the  Bleſ- 
ting thereof In this Reſpect, much is ſown, and 
little brought in: The Word of Salvation, as to any 
ſenſible e thereof, is but rarely bleſſed in 
the Hand of the Miniſters, unto the converting of 
Souls, and turning Men from Darkneſs unto Light, 

an 


11 


and from the Power of Satan unto God. It is the 


Complaint of Faithful Miniſters in many Places of 


the Land, That they Labour in vain, and ſpend 


their Strength for nothing; yea, how doleful and 


dreadful is the withering. and decay that is upon 
many Souls, who lay Claim to Converſion, and 
to a real Intereſt in Jesvs CHRIS r? The Ge- 
neration of the Righteous in the Land do bemoan 


this Thing, and complain Day by Day, That Ligbt 


is darkned, that Life is withered, that Strength is 
abated, that Preſence is evaniſped, that Tenderneſs 
7s gone, that Influences are withholden, that Pray- 


A. 


er is reſtrained and ſbut out, that Faith faileth, 


that Love is grown cold, that Hearts are Hardned 
as Stones, that there is little or no Delight in God, 
er in his Mord, or in the Fellotuſbip of his Peo- 
| ple, that Corruptions are aloft, and Heart Plagues 


do abound, that God hideth his Face, and is as a” 


Stranger unto his People, and leaveth them ts 
zwreſtle alone in their Duties and Difficulties ; 
So that to deny the withdrawings of Go p from 
his People, were to deny what they find and 


feel, written upon their Hearts, and upon their 


Way in, a continued Tract of. fad Experiences 
now for a long Time; and yet whilſt it is con- 


feſſedly thus, How little ado is there for his De- 
partings, even amongſt theſe who are convinced, 


and do acknowledge that he is in a great Meaſure 
gone? Some Remembrance there is of a better 


Condition, whilſt we did enjoy his Fellowſhip, and 


his Countenance did ſhine upon us, and ſome 


Light to diſcover our Loſs, and the Evils that do 
attend it, which bring forth a ſort of Deſires to 
recover our former State; but thefe, how famt and 
feckleſs are they? and how many of us, are in 2 
manner, content to live without God, and to ſuffer 
him to be gone, without taking hold on the Skirts 
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ef his Garments? It may juſtly be ſaid, That we 
Er s as 4 Leaf, and that our Iniquities like the 

ind do take us away; and that there be few 
among us that call upon his Name, or ſtir up, them- 
ſelves to take hold on him; for he hath hid 55 Face 


From us, and dath conſume us, becauſe of our Ini- 


guities: If bis gracious Influences were ſtrong upon 
our Hearts, we would not, we could not caſily 
bruik his Departing, nor would we, or could we be 
fatisfied, or hold our Peace, Night and Day, until 


he did return, and revive his Work, and renew his 


Strength, and repair the Ruins, and build up the 

— 15 of his People; And our fitting, almoſt ſa- 
tisfied, and filent under his withdrawings, doth ſay, 
That many of us, tho we have 4 name that we 
ere living, yet we are dead; and that the Spiritual 
Life which remains in others, i is ready to die; which 
Things do fay, That our Gourd is withering at the 
Rove, that eligion is wounded at the Heart, and 
ſmitten in its Vitals, in the Spiritual Powers of 'the 


Soul; within which, if the Lo RD breath not from 


above, by pouring out of his Spirit from on high, 
will ſoon make any Fruit or Leaves of Profeſſion that 
do remain without, to wither and decay, and leave 
us like Nebuchadnezzar, his Tree, which by the 

Command of the Watcher and holy One that came 
down from Heaven, was hewn down, and had its 


Branches cut, and its Leaves ſhaken, and its F ruit 
ſcattered, and the Beaſts driven from under it, and 


the Fowls from its Branches, and the Stump of its 
Roots only left in the Earth, bound with a Band of 
Iron, and of Braſs, until ſeven Times did - pals 
over it. 


Some 


* 
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Anſwer ta thefe, who: ſeem to enter- 


tain x fixed Perſwaſion, that. God will 
not remove his Tabernacle. from as 


mongft us. 


Hrn be not a few 0 
hardly be induced to admit or 


the LorD: meaneth to remove 


having received and ſome way 
fixed in their Boſoms, a kind 
of Perſwaſion to the contrary : 

I would be-loath to diſcourage the Hearts, or weaken 


the Hands of any, who do in a humble and fincere 


Way, and in Subordination to the Scripture Rule, 


deſire to believe, that the LoRD's Thoughts towards 
this poor Church and Land, are Thoughts of Peace, 
and not of Evil, to give us an expected End of all our 


Troubles and Fears, by making Mountains Plains, 
and crooked: Things ſtraight, and bringing forth the 
Head-ſtone of the Work of Reformation, gauſing 
his People to cry, Grace, grace unto it: Much leſs 
is it my Purpoſe to adventure upon che Secrets of 


Gp, or determine any Thing poſitively and pe- 


remptorily, either as to his continuing or removing 
of the Gafo el; but I do believe, that upon ſober and 
ſerious: 3 it will be found, that many have taken 
up, and do entertain theſe Ferſwaßors of: GO p's 

abiding 


4 n ſoberly offered in 


entertain any Thoughts, that 
his. Tabernacle from Scotlend,.. 


(. 500 
abiding amongſt us, with greater Confidence, than 
| the Foundations upon which they build, the ſame 
can well bear up. In fome theyare meer Perſwafions, 
of which they can ſcarcely render any Reaſon, un- 
leſs it be, that they think ſo, or at the beſt, that they 


would fain have it ſo ; others give ſome Grounds - 


of their Perſwaſion anent this thing, eſpecially theſe 


five. 1. Theexceeding Riches and Freedom of the 


Grace and Love of GOD which he hath Days with- 


out Number, and at ſundry Times, and diverſe man- 


ners, manifeſted to this poor Church and Nation, re- 
deeming us many hundred Years ago from the Bon- 
dage of brutiſh Ignorance, and heatheniſh Idolatry : 
And again, about one hundred of Years ſince, from 
the Bondage of Popery : And lately from the Bon- 
dage of Prelacy, and all theſe by a mighty Hand 
and out-ſtretched Arm, when we were not thinking 
of him, and were able to do Nothing for our ſelves. 
2. The late bleſſed Work of Reformation, where- 
by Go p was pleaſed to bring. us in a ſolemn pub- 


lick way in a ſworn Covenant with himſelf, and 
to eſtabliſh amongſt us the Purity: of his Ordi- 


nances, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment, and to own his Work by the Pour- 
ing forth of his Spirit, and many ſignal Teſtimo- 
nies of his lifted up Hand, againſt the Oppoſers, 
and fo! the Friends thereof, which Work muſt needs 


in the Perſwaſion of many, have a further Pro- 


greſs amongſt us, becauſe it is not his Manner to 
lay a F oundation, and not to build upon it, to be- 
gin a Work, and not to bring it to Perfection. 

3. The many fervent and ſincere Prayers and Sup- 
plications that have been put up to GO p, both 
by our Fore-fathers, worthy Men of G o D who 
lived in the preceeding Generation, and by many 
11 this Generation, in order to the LoRD's continu- 


ing to dwell in our Land, and making his Work 
ES yet 
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yet more glorious in theſe Nations; which Prayers are 
yet before the Throne, and in a great Meaſure unan- 


ſwered ; and it cannot be that the Prayers of his Peo- 


ple ſhall periſh before him, who is the hearer of Pray- 
er. 4. That there is a precious Remnant, and a ho- 


ly Seed of converted gracious Souls in the Land, and 


that, as numerous at this Time, if not more nume- 


rous than at any Time, heretofore ; and how can 
Go remove from that Land, in which he hath ſo 
many Sons and Daughters. 5. That there is a ſelest 

choice Number of able and Godly Miniſters, ſow- 
ing the immortal Seed of the Word Day by Day, in 


all the Quarters of the Land; which doth fay that the 
Lokxp hath yet a Work and Harveſt in Scotland: 
But from none of theſe ſingly, nor from moe or all 


of chem jointly, can we certainly draw any ſuch Con- 
cluſion, that Gop is not about to remove his Taber- 
nacle, and to depart from amongſt us. All theſe 
things notwithſtanding, he may come unto us 
quickly, and remove our Candleſtick out of its 
Place; yea, meny things thete be that are ſad and 
threatning Prognofticks, that the LO RD purpoſeth 


ſo to do, even all theſe to which I have already 


ſpoke, belides ſundry others that I have not men- 
. tioned: And as to theſe five Particulars, albeit I 


would be very lath to extenuate any of them, 


but do defire to ſtir up my ſelf, and invite 
others unto a thankful Acknowledgement , and 
humble Admiration' of the exceeding Riches - of 
the goodneſs of GoD therein, and to improve 
the ſame fo far as we are warranted of Gop unto 
the ſtrengthning of our ſelves in Faith and. in 
Duty; Yet in order to the awakning us from 


our Security, and putting us on to more wreſt- 


ling with G © p, and more Watchfulneſs and Ten- 
derneſs, and Diligence, and Zeal in our Duty, I 
declire it be conſidered. 1. That there is no par- 
1 ticular 
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ticular Church upon Earth, that hath a Promiſe of «+ || 


God's dwelling and abiding with it for ever. The 
Churchof Rome doth indeed pretend to it, but is found 
in all theſe Pretences to be a Liar, and a Deceiver, 
and that whilſt ſhe would make the Chriftian World 
to believe, that ſhe is infallible, and built upon the 
Rock, againft which the Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail: She is Babylon the great, the Mother of Harlots, 
and Abominations in the Earth. 2. That theCove- 


nant of Gop with particular viſible Churches, is con- 
ditional only, he promiſeth that he will be with them, 
wobilft they are with him, 2Chron.xv.2. Exed.xix.5. 


Deut. xxix. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. And therefore as he 


duoth threaten to caſt off particular Churches, becauſe 

of their Barrenneſs, and Backfliding, and Breach of 
Covenant, and Difobedience, and Rebellion, Deut. 
Xxxix. 18, 19, 20, 21. Ja. v. 5, 6, 7. H i. 6, 7, 


8, 9. Hof. ix. 17. Matth. xxi. 43. Rev. 2. 5. ſo hath 


be really and actually, becauſe of theſe Sins, caſt off 


the moſt famous and flouriſhing particular Churches 


that have been in the World, whom he did as emi- 


nently own, and for whom he did at ſundry Times, 
and in divers Manners, as eminently appear in the 
Effects of his Power, and Mercy, and Grace, as ever 
he did own or appear for the Church of Scotland: 
Such as that famous Old Teſtament Church of HMael 
and Judab: That famous New Teſtament Church 


at Feruſalem, and ſundry other of the famous Churches 
of Aſia, Africa, and Europe: The Apoſtle Paul up- 
Sn Conſideration of the holy Severity of God in this 
M,ÿatter, calleth upon us, Not to be high minded, but 


to:fear,, that if God ſpared not the natural Branches, 
leſt he alſo ſhall not ſpare us, Rom. xi. 20, 21, 22. 
3. That there hath been ſolemn publick National 


Church Covenants attended with eminent Pieces of 


Reformation, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 
Government, and with fignal Appearances of Gon, 
| E in 
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Acis and Writings of ay” Apoſtles, and in the Story 


in more than ordinary Works of Providence, for 


countenancing and carrying on of the fame; and that 
theſe have been extended to neighbour Churches and 


Nations to begin'a Reformation there alſo : And yet 


Deſolation and Darkneſs hath Followed ſhortly upon 
the back of all theſe Things: Such Covenants, and 
Reformations, and Providences of God there were 
in Judah, in the Days of theſe two good Kings, 
Hezekiah and Foſiah, which were alſo extended to 
many in 1/ael, as may be read, 2 Chron. Chap. xxix. 

Chap. xxx. Chap. xxxi. Chap. xxxiv. Chap. XXXV. 

And, 2 Kings Chap. xxix. and yet we know what 
followed upon the back of thefe "Things, in the Days 
of Manaſjen, 2 Kings Chap. xxi. 2 Chron. Chap. xxiii. 

and in the Days of Fehoiafini and Zedetiab Kings of 
Judah, ohio > Chap. xxxvi Yea, the Scriptures 
teſtife, that fiery Trials, and ſad Diſpenſations, com- 
monly do befall the Church of God, upon the back 
of eminent Mercies and Bleſſings on his Part, and 
great and ſolemn Engagements and Undertakings upon 
her Part. The Wiſdom of God ſo diſpenſing, partly 
for the Trial. and Proof of the Faith and Patience of 


uch as are upright in their Hearts, and partly for diſ- 


covering of Hypocrites, and puniſhing of theſe who 


dealeth falſly in his Covenant. Such Things befell to 


Iſuel in the Wilderneſs, after their coming out of 
Egypt, and through the Red-Sea, and the Lo R b's 
giving of the Law and Covenanting with them at 
Mount Sinai, as may be read in the Books of Exodus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy; and to the Ten Tribes 
after the Days of David and of Solomon, and to the 
Church of Judah in the Days of Manaſſeh, Ammon, 
Febgjakim,” Sc. as may be read in the Books of the 
Kings and Chronicles, And ſuch Things came upon 
many of the Churches of Chriſt, not long after their 
firſt planting, and afterwards, as may be read iu the 


of 
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(54 
of the Church downward, unto our Days. 4. That 


it is hard to determine how far the Loxp anſwereth 
the Prayers, and ſatisfieth the Defires of his Servants 


and People, in order to the State and Condition of 2 
particular viſible Church, and to the continuing of his 
Goſpel, and Ordinances therein. They do often- 
times Ne no doubt ) defire and pray, That the Sun of 


Righteouſneſs. may never go down upon the Church, 

whereof they are Members,. and that his Ordinances 
may be continued therein till many Generations, yea, 
till Time ſhall be no more, And yet it cannot be 


| faid, that the Lord ſatisfieth theſe Deſires, or anſwer- 


eth their Prayers in that particular, as to ſuch a length 
of Time, becauſe Experience telleth us, That he doth 
oftentimes remove his Candleſtick from particular 
Churches, where his Servants and People have prayed 
much to the contrary. Neither yet doth it follow, 
that they ſeck him in vain, becauſe, as they are ac- 


cepted bf God, in being faithful in this Piece of their 


Duty, ſo doth he ordinarily grant much more as to 


the Subſtance, even of the Things which they do de- 


fire, than may abundantly Witneſs the Tender Re- 
ſpect he hath, and the gracious Recompenſe he doth 
allow unto the Travel of their Souls in theſe Particu- 
lars. The LORD hath already done ſo much in 
Scotland, as may juſtly be eſteemed a bountiful Re- 


turn of All the Prayers of his Servants and People 
therein, tho? they had been a Thoufand Times more 


than they have been. 5. That as we muſt not mea- 
ſure the Perfection of the Works of G o b, by the 


Line of our Imagination and Reaſon, but by his own 


holy Parpoſes and Ends; So the great Work which 
GO p mainly intendeth in his Appearances in viſible 
Churches, and which he accompliſheth and bringeth 
to Perfection, is not ſuch a Pitch and Continuance 
of the Purity of Ordinances and outward Reformati- 
on, but the gathering of his —— and the per- 

| ; fecting 
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8 
fecting of the inviſible Body of Chriſt: Unto this 


all his Diſpenſations in the Ordinances, and outward 
Adminiſtrations are ſubordinated, and 10 proportion- 


ed, for Meaſure and Length of Time, as may bring 


forth this great End: And when this is done, I 
mean, when the whole Number of ſelect choſen 


Ones, whom the Lo RD mcaneth effectually to call 


in a Land, are gathered home to himſelf, then com- : 
monly he taketh down his Tabernacle, and is gone, 
as having done his great Buſineſs for which he ſent 


His Goſpel amongſt a People. And therefore though 


he ſhould be quickly gone from amongſt us, we 
cannot juſtly ſay, That he hath laid a Foundation, 
and not built upon it, or that he hath begun a 
Work, and not brought it to Perfection, ſeeing we 
do not know but that he hath accompliſhed, or is 
near about to accompliſh his own holy Purpoſes and 
Ends, and diſpenſing ſuch a Meaſure. and Length 


of Ordinances, and outward Adminiſtrations for that 


Effect. 6. That the LorD ſometimes ſendeth 


forth not a few burning Lights, and gathereth not a 


few Souls unto himſelf, immediately befere his De- 


parting from a Land, as the Sun ſometimes ſhineth 


brightly, and maketh a clear and warm Evening, 


immediately before the ſetting and going down there- 
of: A Company of able and faithful Miniſters, and 


a Harveſt of Saints, are indeed ſometimes the Evi- 
dences of the Days-ſpring viſiting from on high, and 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs going forth as 4 Bride- 


F groom” from his Chamber, and rejaycing as a ſtrong 


Man to run his Race: But ſometimes they are as 


the Tokens of his laſt Farewell, ſo it was amongſt 


the Zews in the Days of the Apoſtles, the Lok D 
ſent amongſt them many of his Servants to preach the 
Goſpel unto them, and many Thoutands of them 
were. converted and did believe, A&s xxi. 20. and 
yet within a few Years thereafter, A did finiſh his 

G 2 Mork, 
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Wirk, and cut it PRA Righteouſneſs amoneſt that 
People, as the. Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Nom. ix. 28. 7. 
9 That the LO R D, tho' he do not utterly remove 
Iii a Churches Candleſtick, bat hath into-it a Remnant, 
11 both of a faithful Miniſtry, and of Saints; yet he 

| doth ſometimes viſit with very darkring, and ruin- 
ing, and deſolating Diſpenſations for many Years to- 
cether; ſo he did unto the Church of rae, in the 
jd younger Years, of Samuz! the Prophet, by for/aking 

the Tabernacle of Shiloh, the Tent which he placed 
among Men; and delivering his Strength into Capti- 

wity, and his Glory into the Enemies hand, Pſal. Ixxviii. 


650, 61. And unto the Church of Judah in the }| 
" Days of the Prophet 7eremiah, by bringing upon 
i them the King of the Chaldees, who' flew their young 

i Men with the Sword, in the Houſe of their Sanctudry, 

it and had no Compaſſion upon young Man or Maiden, 

Wit oll Man, or him that ſtooped for Age: the Lord 

11 gave them all into his Hand. And all the Veſſels of 


the Houſe of God, great and ſmall, and the Treaſures 
of the Haufe of the LORD, and the Treaſures of the 
| King, and of his Princes; all theſe he brought to 
Babylon. Aud they burnt the Houſe of God, and 
Reds doꝛon the Wall if Jeruſalem, and burnt al! 
the Places thereof with Fire, and deſtroyed all the 
egoodly Veſjels thereof. And them that had eſcaped 
Jrom the Stora, carried he away to Babylon: where. 
they were Servants to him and. his Sons, until the 
Reign of the tiingdom of Perſia, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17, 
T8, 19, 20, 21. And this did Gop alſo to moſt. 
of the Churches in Europe, for ſome hundreds of 
Years together under Pobpery, before Luther's Time: 
And thus allo hath he done to moſt of the 
Churches of Aſia and Africa, under the Turk; and 
ther /Zahumetan Princes: And thus he did unto 
the Church of England not long ago, after the 
Death of Edward the ſixth, during the Reign of 


Queen 
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Queen Mary: And do not his preſent Diſpenſati- 
ons in a great Meaſure ſpeak, that he meaneth 
thus to do unto us alſo? 8. We will not find 


many Inſtances (if any) of viſible Churches, en- | 


joying the Ordiuances for any long Time together, 
in Purity and Peace, ſuch is the Mixture and Leaven 
of Hypocriſie and Corruption that is within, and 

the Fire of Enmity and Malice that is without: 


That it is a rare Thing for a Church for one com- 


pleat Century of Years together, either not to 
be infected with Hereſie and Error, or not to be 
trodden down of Perſecution. The Church of 
the Jews, which was one of the moſt permanent and 


longeſt lived, as continuing from Abrahem till ſome 


Years after the Death of Chriſt; yet what a various 
Lot did ſhe run, almoſt in every Generation, ſome- 
times by the Spirit of Error, and ſometimes by 
the Spirit of . and ſometimes by both 
at once? Theſe Things being duly conſidered, - 


and it being thereunto added, That Scotland” hath 


now for a long Time enjoyed the Light and Liber- 
ty of the Golp el: And that notwithſtanding of 
all the Goode of Go p, in ſending and conti- 
nuing it amongſt us, and of all our Engagements 


to reform our Ways, and to walk anſwerably un- 
to the ſame: Yet our Ignorance, and Barrenneſs, 
and Looſeneſs, is great exceedingly, and our Back- 
{lidings and Provocations are many Is there not 


much Cauſe to fear that our Sun may be near the ſet- 
ting, and a Night of Darkneſs and Deſolation at our 
Door, by the Lokb's removing of our Candleſtick; 

at leſt, by ſending a black and ſad eclipſe for a Time, 


eſpecially, there being ſuch ſad Prognoſticks ald 


Threatnings for Tokens of it? 
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DISCOVERY 


oc the true 


1ST AT E 


OF THE 


Difference betwixt the Town-Council, and 
the Kirk-Seſjion, and of the Miſrepre- 
ſentation bereof, and ſome ill grounded 
Hlledgeances thereabout, contained in 
4 Paper communicated unto the People 
under the Hand of the Clerk of che 

Ton- Council. 


H E true State of the Difference, is not 
as is inſinuate in that Paper, whether 
8 any beſides the Miniſter and Elders ſnould 

OT have any Hand in the Nomination of 

the Elders, and Calling of a Miniſter, becauſe it 

hath been often times offered to the Town-Counci), . 
That if they had any juſt Ground of Grievance 
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that it ſhould be taken in Conſideration and judg- 
ed impartially; And that if the Council did fo de- 


fire, there ſhould be a greater Number of Elders 


named by the Seſſion, in an orderly way, and ac- 


cording to the Diſcipline of the Kirk, whoſe names 


ſhould be intimated publickly to the whole Congre- 
gation, that if no relevant Exception were pro- 
pounded, againſt them, they might be added to the 
Seſſion, and becauſe the Seſſion have again and 
again, by ſundry Meſlages to the Town-Council 


very earneſtly deſired, That the Council and they 


might meet together for condeſcending upon and 
Calling of a Miniſter in an unanimous Way, and 


by the joint Conſent and Concurrence of both; 


but the Town-Council did always moſt peremp- 
torly refuſe to meet with the Seſſion or any Mem- 
ber of the Seſſion except the Miniſter, in Order to 
that Buſineſs; yea, ſundries of them would not fo 
much as once ſpeak in the Buſineſs, when any of 
the Elders were named, to ſpeak with them there- 
anent, but did run out at Doors ſo ſoon they 
came in. 5 "> 

T ne true State and main Ground of the Dif- 


ference, is, the 'Town-Council's refuſing to ac- 
knowledge the Seſſion, pretending that they are 


not a lawful and rightly conſtitute Seſſion, that 


fo they may have ſome Shadow of Pretext for 
denying unto them the Nomination and Choice 
of a Minifter, and for taking it into their own 


Hands: Which things are the more ſtrange, ſee- 


ing the Seſſion were not. only Choſen in an or- 
derly Way, and publickly admitted and ſworn un- 
to their Ofice by that pious and godly Man 


Mr. David Eennet, late Miniſter of this Congre- 


gation ; 


| e. 1 
or Objection, againſt any Member of the Seffion, 


{ 
b 


out Queſtion or Exception made by 
been conſtantly ſubject to their Diſcipline, and 
that fundry of the Magiſtrates and Fown-Council -- 
| themſelves, being then Members of the formet F 
Seſſion, were conſenting and concurring in their 


? A 


| Ne: * 1 
ion; but allo, * been in the We Poſlet 

hon and Exerciſe thereof, now for four Years 

paſt, and that the haill Congregation have with- 


Election, and that none of them did ever heretofore 
decline. or diſclaim them, but have often concurred 
to cauſe the Inhabitants of the 'Fown in cafe of 


Diſobedience to compear before them; And have 


upon Repreſentations from them proceeded to civil 
Cenſures againſt ſundry Delinquents: What then 
can be intended by denying them now to be a Seſ- 
fon, but the taking out of their Hands the Truft 


committed unto them of G o bp, and by the Diſ- 


cipline of the Kirk, and Laws of the Land in the 
Nomination of a Miniſter, that ſo a more eaſy way 
may be made tothe Purpoſe of thoſe who would name 
a Man according to their own Heart, and in a way 


contrary to. the ſtanding Order and Diſcipline of 
the Kirk,” which all of us by CPI are ſworn 


to maintain. 


NE x T, It would be conſidered Dew unjuſt] 
is alledged in that Paper, That Mr. James Gut vis 


had ſent an Act of Seffion to the yas de- 


ſiring that they may in all things condeſcend to him, 
but bearing no Condeſcendence on his Part. 


TEH ERB is no ſuch Deſire in that Act of 
Seſſion, nor any thing that may import the ſame; 
As would have ſoon appeared, if that Act had been 
read to the People with that other Paper. Mr. 
n Guthrie hath in ſundry things that —_— . 

H 


any of them, 
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this Buſineſs condeſcended very far to the Coun- 

cil. As firſt, He was willing that the Choice of a 
Miniſter, ſhould have been delayed for a while, 
until all Parties concerned therein, might have 
had Time to think upon it at Leiſure, providing 

that the T'own-Council would have allowed ſome- 
thing in the mean time to an able and Godly Ex- 
pectant who might have born ſome of the Bur- 
den in the frequent Diets of the Preaching, but they 
would not condeſcend to allow any thing that way, 
or that any. Expectant ſhould be named for that 
End, and how unfit it were that the People ſhould 
have wanted Preaching at the ordinary Diets, any 
may judge; As alſo, how improbable it is, that 
he can bear all .the Burden alone. Second, He 
and the Seſſion did ſo far condeſcend to the Coun- 
cil, that they were moſt willing, and earneſtly de- 
firous to meet with them about the Choice of a 
"Miniſter, and to proceed therein by mutual Help 
and Concurrence and Conſent. Third, Albeit the 
Councils queſtioning the Conſtitution of the Seſ— 
fion, was very unreaſonable and ill Grounded, yet 
when they did propone, that that Buſineſs and 
the chooſing of a Miniſter, might be abſolutely 
ſabmitted to four Miniſters, they did ſo far con- 
| deſcend, that they were willing to concur in writ- 
g to theſe Miniſters, and to hearken to their 
Advice, ſo far as the ſame ſhould be agreeable to 
the Word of G oD, and the Diſcipline of this 
Kirk, which is as much as any can juſtly con- 
deſcend unto, by way of Submiſſion in a Mat- 
ter of Conſcience and Religion. And here it would 
be conſidered, whether thoſe who do oppoſe 
the Seſſion in this Buſineſs, - be indeed preſſed in 
their Conſciences as before Go ſo to do, fee- 
ing that they themſelves do without any Condi- 
tion, 
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tion, or Reſtriction, as to what is to be deter- 


mined, offer an abſolute Submiſſion of the haill 
Buſineſs, and to engage themſelves to ſtand to the 
Sentence of theſe Men, whatever it ſhall be, if 
they be indeed convinced in their Conſcience up- 
on good Grounds, from the. Word of GOD 


- ( which is the Rule by which Men ought to judge 


and walk in theſe Matters) that the preſent Seſſi- 
on is not a lawful and rightly conſtitute Seſſion, 
or that they have proceeded in a wrong way, 
in the Choice of a Miniſter, or have named one 
who is not fit for the Charge. How can they, 
without finning againſt Go n, bind themſelves to | 


the Sentence of any Man, though never ſo judi- 


cious and godly, that ſhall determine in any thing. 
to the contrary ; and if they be not really convinc- 
ed in their Conſciences of theſe things, how can 
they without offending of G o p, make ſuch Op- 
poſition thereto, and ſuch Trouble and Diviſion 
thereanent, or do they think, that the Conſtituti- 


on of a Kirk-Seffton, and the chooſing of a Mini- 


ſter of the Goſpel, are but as Civil-Bargains, which 


Men may ſubmit; and upon which ' they may 


cut and carve at their own Pleaſure, or at the 


Pleaſure of others: No Man that has learned 


JESUS CHRIST, will ſo judge. 


Laſtly, I T would be conſidered, That tho' there 
be many in the Town- Council, and amongſt the 
Merchants and Trades, who do not intend any 
ſuch thing, yet there be ſundry who are drawing 


on a Deſign for bringing in ſome of theſe Mini- 


ſters who hath been formerly cenſured by the Ju- 
dicatories of the Kirk, for their Malignant and 
ſcandalous Carriage: Which Defign if it take Ef- 


fect, will not only tend exccedingly to the Hin- 
5 . | dranſe 
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, grance of the Goſpel, and to the Hurt of Souls 
in this Place, but will alſo ſet up three Mini- 
ſters in this Place, of very contrary . and oppo- 
fite Judgments and ways, which cannot but have 


very bad Effects amongſt the People, even in 
thoſe things that concern the Wealth and Peace 


of the Town. And therefore it is moſt earneſlly 


deſired, and it doth much concern the Magiſtrates 
and Town-Council, and all the Members of the 
Congregation, not to ſuffer themſelves to be poſſeſt 


With any unjuſt Prejudice, or groundleſs Alledg- 
act againſt the Miniſter and Kirk-Seſſion, nor to 
-zEfuſe their own -Mexcies in oppoſing or deny ing to 


Eoncur to call thaf ahle- and godly Man Mr. 


contribute much for the promoving of Goclineſs, 


and intertaining of Peace and Love in this Con- 


gregation. 87, Subr. 


Mr. F AMES GUTHRIE, 


a. 


In Name of the KiRkk SESSION, 


FÞNIS, 


"Robert Rule, who has a Leſtimemy- in their own 
Conſciences that he is fit to be their Miniſter: 

But that ſeeing the Lok D offers fo fit an Op- 
___ .portunity that they would all of them make Choice 
© thereof, and concur to give him a Call, which will 


ON. 


